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otf.tue of Uio Si.erien lUiVoer ^-or oration, ...ultee* 
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£. 1 one It. :ie o -py of my note on i.hJr :'tj ot 

■ ? 

t/hieh I cddreaaciw to the Oecrot> ry of ; to ;n ; ;*ih 
October r?-id tlicir reply of the. 29th of Uuvfc mm.* , ,p«u 
which it will he dstti Uit t the question reifict r ^ar 
referred to tho na^artrrot of Justice* 
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xho Acting secretary of state 


of the ep^biic of JIberia# 
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(11) In t *e London daily press of the 16th instant, appeared 
an announce sent apparently issued on behalf of a plantation 
lonpany of which r. *ri*y ir^stonc of America is t ie 
President, tn*t it had secured iron the Libsrian .ovornnent 
the right to ta e up a large tract of land suitable for 
rubber greylag and that it had already take ever from 

V A •- ■ ;* *• £ :■/} * . ter . / : - * tf \*r r 

Pritish owners plantations which **r actually producing* 

I enclose a copy of t ie "Tines* announcement, and also a oo y 
of a letter w dah l addressed to tbs *Tt;*es* on the T6t instant, 
correcting this statement that the company’s plantation, w i oh 
Is In fhot t s only rubber plantation in Alberta, had boon 
acquired or taken over* 

(12) l!y coni milon, as liquidator Of i t# ooipany, is that t e 
plantation, established at very large expense to nglitf* 
shareholders and with English capital, is stilt vested in the 
company, and that until I have agreed to dispose of it, It 

rdetains an asset of the company available fer meeting the 
claims of t ie company f s creditors and s areholdors* 

(13) he value of tbo pl-tntation is, in ny opinion, t ot less 
than £75,000, and If reasonable arrangements could be made 
with the goverm.ynt in regard to security of tenure and faoilit- 
iss for export, there is no question. In view of t to revival 

of the rubber industry, but that 1 covld iispose of it to 
res-onsible capitalists in upland who would be glad to take 
an interest in the re-establishment of t o lantat ion. 

Hatunlly in t ie present state of uncertainty regarding the 
attituds of the Siberian 3oYor?n«rit any negotiations o those 
lines are impossible* 

(14) The only basis upon which ’t» Firestone oottld Vvavs 
acquired an interest in tie company 1 e plantation is that the 
lioverareikt of Liberia Have, without any legal procesdints 


known-* * - 



















Liberian Govern 1 n oleins tue company amount to 

-ppreximattly MOOC . Fully ono h wl i ot -r»ia jieunt ^ri i o 
oat of the disputed expert duty, and is con con ted by the 

' “ . * V * u . ♦ /li J w; * 

oospany, but even ii the whole could bo substantiated 1 submit 
that any sot 1 oo taken without notice which would hairs ths 
offset of depriving ths company of an asset of Value of 
the plantation* would pl ies a * rave hardship upe i the jn^lish 
creditors and shareholders of the company, and amount to tjroe 
lnjuetlee # 

(15) ?he object of this letter is to request you to enter 
with the Siberian Government a t rotest against depriving 

* i tish creditors and nh nreh^lder s of an rtglish company, of 
an asset from which ths creditors might bs paid in full und 
the shareholders recover at least sons portion of tee eaj ital 
expended In Liberle* and to demand that any negotiations 
with the Firestone Innpany with regard to t m acquisition of 
the company's plantation* shall be referred to me an ^spre* 
s ntlng the owners of the pi tut tier • 

(16) I need not suggest any motive undorlyinc, the present 
move on tue part of the Firestone Company, but I would like 
to empheeiso ths fact that the Liberian Hubber Corporation 
Halted Is an ngltrfx concern and is t < only external 

or "pany which over spent capital In ths development of tiie 
rubber rssource s of Iberia. 

I have etc*, 

(signed) i c* :px»* ; 

liquidator of the Liberian 
Rubber C orperotien United. 
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9hotix 9 listt. . 

Dceerbcr 7 f luf-? * 


Your Excellency# 

with reference to Your Elxtscllsncy *• Hotc , V* 

of October 29th lastf I have the honour to enquire whether 
it is now possible for the Liberian Covernnsnt to furnish 
* reply to the on t ulry taude by me in note Kg»4T/£ft of 
the 27th Ootobor# 1925* relative to the statue of He 
Liberian jhabbor Corporation*!* property in this country* 

2. I f-vi il ;:yceXf of the o portunity to c<mv :/ 
to Your Excellency the anourmnee of my highest conclueratioii 
and respect. 

I have the honour to be# 

Your Excellency's moot obedient >:^i n 5 




11*11. ^lar^c d*/vfi: ires t.«. Inter' . 






Hi3 .xoclleiioy 

ILe 3co*utaxy of 'trtc 

of the . .o ublio of -ilierir , 
Department of te» 
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:ionru\ ir . 
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THE Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his cornpli- 
meats to His Majesty’s Representative at ■ / / *' ^ 

and transmits herewith copy of the under-mentioned paper 


Foreign Office, 

// ■ 192 ■ • 
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[This Document is the Property of His Brit annic Majesty's Government.] 


AFRICA. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


[October 27, 1925.] 

Section 1. 


[A 5369/169/24] No. 1. 

Ur, Chilton to Mr. Austen Chamberlain,.—{Received October 27.) 

(No, 1507.) 

Sir, Washington, October 9, 1925. 

YOUR despatch No. 1470 of the HHh September relative to the Firestone Tyre 
and Rubber Company’s development scheme in Liberia reached Washington while the 
Embassy was still in Manchester, and since my return the* commercial counsellor with 
whom 1 desired to confer on its subject matter, has been absent in New York. 
Consequently 1 was unable to comply immediately with the instruction it contained, 
and I now have the honour to transmit a copy of a note which I handed yesterday to 
the Secretary of State informing him that so long as liis Majesty's Government refrain 
from exercising their right of appointing a British Receiver of Liberian customs, they 
will naturally expect that t lie stipulations made by the late Lord Curion to the United 
States Ambassador in Loudon will be observed. Nn copy of the memorandum which 
formed the enclosure to Lord Curzon's note to Mr Davis, dated the 13th September, 
1919, was found with your despatch under reference, but I reminded Mr. Kellogg 
verbally of its existence, and intimated to him verbally in friendly terms that if the 
terms of the loan now projected should contain any new features affecting British rights 
or interests in Liberia. Mis Majesty's Govern mom would feel it necessary to make a 
general reservation as to their attitude Mr. Kellogg promised to look into the matter 
and to let me have an answer to my note at an early date, assuring me at the same time 
that the United States Government harboured no intentions with regard to Liberia 
which would infringe British l ights or interests. The Secretary of State added that 
the extension of a loan to Liberia by the United States Government had been discussed 
and disapproved by Congress some years ago, but lie believed that a loan was needed, 
There was no question now of the credit being provided by the American Treasury* 
and it seemed at. least doubtful whether a Liberian loan at the present time would be 
sufficiently attractive to induce private financial interests here to undertake its dotation- 

2- The sojourn in the United States of Mr, Ed ivy u Barclay* Liberian Secretary oi 
State, came to an end a few weeks ago. The primary purpose of his visit* apparently, 
was to secure the moral support of the United States Government in his boundary 
dispute with France, but there can lie no doubt that another important object was to 
arrange a loan, of from 5 to 10 million dollars. The coin mere ial counsellor received 
information from very reliable sources (hat be visited the National City Company in 
New York directly after Lis arrival in that city on the 13th August, and Mr Broderick 
later gathered from conversation with an oil trial of the State Department that 
negotiations fora loan were being carried on by Mr. Barclay* Nevertheless, when the 
latter was on the pi im of leaving New York for Europe on the 21th September, he 
endeavoured, in an interview with die New York agent of the Standard Bank of South 
Africa, to convey the impression fhat he had not, in fact, been seeking financial 
accommodation, It may safely be coududed from this that his efforts in that directum 
have been fruitless up to the present, and it now remains to be seen whether, and 
through what channels, the loan negotiations will be reopened* l consider it unlikely 
that the State Department would be willing to assume the responsibility of actually 
recommending any American financial group to float a loan for tbs Liberian Govern¬ 
ment, and the hitter, if they are badly in need of Funds, may he forced to fall back upon 
the concession imi res. It would scorn that they arc si ill in a position to bring pressure 
to hoar on Mr. Firestone since iho rubber concession granted u> his firm has apparently 
nut yet been ratified in its entirety by the Liberian Gongress; but Mr. Firestone, so 
far as 1 can ascertain, enjoys no special influence in American hanking circles, and 
unless he can induce Mr. Lord to take some risk in connection with the Liberum 
1 1 eveiopmeat—by no means an easy matter in Spite of the close personal friendship 
between the two—he will have his hands full enough in securing the linancinl backing 
required for his rubber growing project alone There are very few persons of 
importance in the rubber industry in this count rv who believe that Mr* Firestone's 
rubber plantations in Liberia can be profitably developed on the scale he lias been 
[10S3 dd—-1] 
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cm item plat m 2 , and this scepticism \a apt to i« shared by the banks. Reports are now 
b.-injT spread around 531 New Void, to the e-Eleot that (ho Firestone 1 ompaijy are already 
producing rubber at an exceptionally prof Ruble figure from tvvelve-ygar<Jd trees tin arc 
area of acres in Liberia; that they are obtaining it yield of tstK) lb. to the acre; 

that they have organised a staff of twenty-two white men for the imperiii tending 
podriutii on the estates; that they intend to com induce new plant in g at once over a 
very largo acreage, find that they have an assy red supply of labom-sufficient for their 
utmost need nt a cost as low us, or lower than, the current cost of labour in the 
Federated Malay Sules* All this may bo true SO fur . 1 - Lhe experimental work already 
undertaken is concortied 1 and the high prices of crude rubber at present prevailing 
provide another very favourable Factor from Mr. Firestone "s standpoint, but the 
profl|Hw-tj^ bn- prices in the distant future and fur f truth# from an Urge a commercial 
enterprise involving such a great amount of costly preliminary development work are not 
quite so clear. For that reason and because of the assurances given to the commercial 
counsellor lust August by ibe State Department (see my telegram pun mini bored, of l£hh 
August, 11125) we are still inclined to kelievV that -Ur. Fir dienes schemes will prove to 
be much less formidable in fact than they appear to be on paper. If, as now seems 
likely, tlu> American demand for crude rubber shun Id continue to grow during the next 
ten years, he sue ms tu have fair changes of success, but his shrewd huBim&s suntm will, 
it is expected, con line his a (tern Lions within rensotiulih: limits. 

3. A# regards the position of the Monrovia branch of the ISsink of British \\ eat 
Africa, 1 think it desirable to quote the Following extract from a letter received on 
the 15th ultimo from the New York agency of the .Standard Bank of South Africa:— 

' p l have just received n letter from the Bank of British W Africa (Limited)* 
London, in which they ml! me that Mr* Barclay is the otdy Liheriau cl any con sc* 
qurnee who bus never called at their London office, so apparently lie has suirce 
feeling against the bank, perhaps at one time they hud lo dun hint to get 
repayment of an overdraft, 

u The I lank are also without news of any importance regarding the Firestone 
Company's activities in Liberia, except that they have been told that a fair 
quantity of rubber is being collecttd Emm one of the plantations at a cost which 
yields s% very handsome profit. 

■ + I understand that Mr. de la Rue, who is the American General Receiver of 
Customs and financial adviser to the Liberian Government. 1 # on very good terms 
with the Bunk of Itruidi West Africa. He has assured thorn that he don* not 
desire uny other bank in Monrovia, and is utixiou* that their services should be 
made use of by nnv financial or commercial group of preponderating influence in 
Liberia/' 

I have, ike, 

II. G. CHILTON. 


Enclosure in No* !. 

Mr. Chilton to Mr Kellogg* 

Sir, tFc^/iJJiptcwt, October 7, 11125. 

INFORMATION ha* reached Hi h Britannic Majesty r is Govenirtienr in the effect 
that negotiation# have Ijcen undertaken, or are in contiunplation, between certain 
industrial or financial groups in the United States and the 1 iovernmeni of the Republic 
of Liberia in f gaird to 1 1n- granUeig to tlm huter of a I nit one of the conditions of 
which would lic„ it is understood, that n nominee «F the United States should Iie■ placed 
in solo control of the Liberian customs In this relation I am directed to draw your 
attention lo a nute addressed on the l-5th .September. lb I J, by the hue I xml 1 'ntsson to 
Mr. duhn VV. Davis, lEieti United Stales Ambassador in Loudon, defining the terms nrc 
which His Majesty* Governmeat agreed to the withdrawn] of the British Receiver of 
Litarinti diatoms- In tiie following passage# of that rime the attitude of Hie Majesty'll 
Government was indicated:'— 

" 1 According To a system now in force in the Liberian customs ad min i- 
strriiinn, |-* rmit- to exceed in certain inspects the strict letter of the diatoms 
regulation* have hitherto been granted by the authorities equally to reputable 
trade re of all nationalities when prompt handling of luerehmidisr would 1 hereby 
be hud I Ruled* The necessity for such n system is occasioned, it is understood, 


3 


largely, if not entirely, by the absence in Liberia of '* bonded warehouses," 
properly so-called. His Majesty's Government then rely upon the continued 
observance under the new udrairiislrutiorc of strict impartiality in the issue of such 
permits to British traders. 

' l -• His Majesty 5 Government are confident that the customs dues on all 
imports of British goods, as well as orc exports of Libcjian produce of all 
descriptions without exception, to any part of the RrhFli Empire, will he levied at 
rco higher rates than, and in an. exactly similar manner as, on imports ,.f United 
States in ere ban disc into Liberia, and exports of pnKltice from Liberia to the 
Uni ted States oT America* 

" o. It is assumed that the United Slut"-* Government in ill.- ajucial pend (ion 
which they arc in future (0 occupy in Liberia, w-lR support anv representations 
which Hie Majesty hi Govcrmnem might at. any time be called upon to make to the 
Liberian Government, should the latter Lake nay action to cancel, limit, or infringe 
the rights possessed by BriiHlj subject# by virtue of "'justing eafice^irjiis in rh-r 
country/' 

Hi*. Majesty's Government now desire* me to nay tbai ho long ns they refrain from 
exercising their right of appointing a British Receiver of Liberian customs, they 
naturally eipcci that the stipulations above quoted will remain ici fuiro, and they Eire 
confident that equality of treatment for all tuition alii ins will l*e maintained in Liberia. 

1 I ESYe, Jtc. 

H. G- ( HILTON* 
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*0H«3» OkVICK, 8*1*1* 
10th Septeat>er. 1W • 
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*ito reform, ee to our towctob *o*U84 of t o 
dto Ju > loot nittlTi to too firestone Tiro end la w 
Coupon?** deeolopnout sehsoe in L aria* I (ranMlI to 
-ora el V i oop y of a latter tdirwii to too Colonial 
fcffloo* ioard of Trod! • A Treaeur ,, togat or alto a 
espy of t o ro lloo resolved Cism t o»o d* artaenU. 

3* 1 o said oo glad if ;ou aoeld* preeidrd jou 

ooo no ebjeetlon, ad d r oo o a not* to the United States 
0o varment stating t at . la Hajoav.'s tefirOMOt 
undero toad tat e or tain Unit* states indsotrial groups 
are in oon o o rwl oatloa with toe Liberian deeomment In 

regard to o loan, ooo ef too t«Mi ef si ieh ie understood 

- 

to oo toot a Unitod tvtatos nominee e all bo plaoad in 
solo oentrol of too Mborioa cuatoao. In tola eeaneettoii 
you s euld dies to# attention of too United States 
devo-ment to lard Carom's net# to to Carlo of too 
12th eopto^uer 1919. * loh define* too tarmo on * lob 
4i Majeoti'o Oovermeat ogrood to eithdrae too britlab 
<vtNl«*r of wlborioa oaotoao* cop. of V I* note id 
onsioood fbr oenvanleoee of roferenoe* eur note* wish 
fW g t g n ld deliver pereonall. * UmAI V m otete toet< 8 © 
long aa is Qoeornaont refrain fro* esereleing 

t sir rl« 't of apioinUag e sritioh nseeleor ef ;itwUo 
Cat tone, toe stimulations aaOe in tost nets regain, ef 
enures* In feres* 







*9* Chilton* keg** C*'i*U«* 
ote** ete*. ate. 
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741-743a, .Uabury Koum, ! 


on^on all* 

London, *-*2. 






♦ Ut.rl.ii 


19th Qetoher \9;2! . 


•, fir t ,> / * - h i % s 













(l) 'nth ^f«mno» t« iy r oflnt lnV rrt«w with your 
r^ranitUlfi for T lhirtan nffaira, t . *»« new In a paaltlon 
to al»«» <Jat.Ha rugaMlatf tna position of Ww I.U rU» 

• ub^aT ho - i OTntion tlmltoii In oonnootlon nit . t aa 
tfeortMl CiOTflTn; ont* 

($) Hi# Company l » ao .Injliih dtnpwaaf wit'* only 

r^iioh .\iur*»holdor»* It n« fomod to ^o"uiM a 















cOf>e*»olon oridiwtlgranted in 1G0C for ool looting 
in <l •>, ortlMji W114 rub bo r frwt biborio. tn tho yo or 
1^07 tn* ((nrirr^ont onUr^d into an \£t%vditkt wife few 
***pruy roq© nitlng thd Comp^ 1 ® tltlo to th© eon a*onion 
opd dtfif»is|‘lhi tar*-* upon which rubier nig t Ife 
oxportod and fixing an ©xport duty on nil ru> b#sp with a 

robnto tn few 'o«opar\y * At *** ©^O' 1 * t)»« tiwo - * l - 

Company, hivlai ddcldid that it wotild be nom in iVd 
in tor ^ >t to ootfelife u plantation# aoquirod 1 anno under 
granted bj the Oovtrrtitnl for torn* of y^nrm In 
itiliifytd* Count/. 

(t) In ptirouunoo of ihoeo !**•©•* hoin for n %nr^ of 

4f; yours fr©* 4 lord* a plantation known no th© ount 
- i?al^ plantation* oitu*to about lb nilao lnl in4 ttm 
tlOorwrU# wao ©otAbUfeed* tW» plantation «xitmd«d to 

about•!»•*> 

t'ndor CisfvUfjr of ^Uii for /0r#ipi \ffairo* 

i>foi# r ffiw* 

Lon ion* j* * 
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about 1800 acres* and about 1100 sAOres of it wore fully 
planted with Para Rubber* The Company in tMi worl expended 
a sir* of approximately sft&OOO and Jn additier ma y 
thousand of pound* haw# boon expended for Hative labour in 
ooimectlon with the working of the plantation* It 1« probable 
that frtri firot to Lest the Company had expanded over £100*000 
in Liberia* 

(4) The Company oommenood to export 'lubber from ttn 
plantation in the year 1912 and by the year 1920 was producing 

mi exporting aoout 150* 0C0 pounds of ~ubber per annum* 

(5) In I92i questions ^ero raised by .r.Worley t*ie ^merioan 
^uperinten o t ol Customs in Liberia* to t xport uty 
trhiei the Company was liable to pay in re spent of ‘lubber 
exported * lie cant nilon* which was supported by the Iberian 
government, was tfiat the duty tor wnleh the Company was and 

had been liable* was exactly double the amount which had 
hitherto been paid ana accepted by the Ufftmtnt* This con* 
tent ion was di sputed by the Company* but haring regard to the 
then ve^y low p^iee at which rubber was selling and the 
general financial stringency in ingland, the Company was 
unable to o onto it the matter effectively* and as the Government 
insisted upon claiming a large sun lor what it alleged to 
be unpaid export duty lor the previous 8 years* the Company 
was forced into voluntary liquidation* and fee solution* for 
that purpose ver« passed in arch l i1fc 21* 

(6) Since the Company hae been in liquidation I have 
endeavoured* as Liquidator* to induce the Liberian Government 
to abate Its demands with a vise to a possible re eons trust Ion 
of the Company* or sal# of its assets* -nd a revival of the 
feubber Industry in Liberia by nglish Capitalists and share¬ 
holders- The Liberian Government Have UKAiftitly refused 










to abate any part of their demand although In the noontime 
they hare passed Resolutions revoking the export duty on 
rubber altogether* 

(?) Yh* Company remain* tinder a liability to the Government 
1 n reerect of juont : p.,y LI*? by agr^e^jut for the original 
will rubber concession. :&%* oney was pjynble by instalment* 
oi Jt?bG per year, the first oi which was due in 1922. 

( ) I hav^ imard iriomally sjugge? tlo? + b that t o yovernment 
hud decided to safeguard thsir intern at* in rss:*ct of these 
debts* In one eommunication which I received iron the Genretary 
the Liber tan Legation in ng land,dated the 2nd of Aptil 1921, 
he states that the Government had decided £e safeguard tueir 
interests* In a communication of the 2feth of February 1921, 
addressed to 'ajer Vf*H**eTerley in Liberia, the Secretary 
of State said that the Goverreaent would be willing to postpone 
collecting the tun claimed by it unUl joeember the let, 

1921, i r ovidad. that the claim* together with t ie firet yewly 
instalment of £7&0, eh on la be considered a first lien upon the 
plantation and other asset* of the Company in Liberia* 

, 9 j q agreement for any lien has been taade by or on behalf 
of tJic do: ipany, nor ha* the 'Zmxpmy no r have I recttived notice 
oi any proceedings take* by or on behalf of t ie UcvenMent of 
Lib^ri i. in tne Courts or otherwise tc <§*rtafrlieh a lien or 
charge on the comp my 1 s property* 

(1C) hr oujiout t^ie proceedings tne wild rubber concession 
and tan establ i tfunont Of t3*e plantation rubber industry have 
be*n kept entirely separate and distinct matters* The Lessee 
of the plantation impose no obligation upon the lessees, (the 
Company), no rent is reserved, and the** is no covenant by the 
Company to do any tiling in regard to them* 


(11) 
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£8000*0.0 




tJ> J JTAY& 

|POW:--'JV8 * utJ. afc. 


20th,C i QtoLor 1025. 

I r, » f Me V^r 

' .- *'-/> 


' *> * /t 


■ O $c 


'lx. Charts d'affaires, 


- ,-•' -. " ■ - *' ■ 







I ba^; to acLnowlcdyc rccoipt of your des¬ 
patch of tho 27th instant, /rhich 1 have attentively 
poruood. 

Tho Liberian Rubber Corporation, acquired 
batwoen 1905 and 1907 through the intermediary of tho 
Government of Liberia, a lease of soao 1500 acres of 
land for a tom of forty years at a placo called ron- 
dall. It has not occupied the place since 1921. There 
is a claim against this property by tho Republic of 
souq oi^ht thousand pounds. 

lour query under point C is having, because 
of it 3 implications, tho attention of the Department 
of Justice, and its conclusions . 7 ill bo connunicatod 

V 


to you in duo course* 



Acting Secretary of 3tatQ. 


His Britannic ilajesty’s Charge d 1 Affaires,ad interim, 
British legation, 
lioarovia* 










*7- 

0o 

rer : l^o; Tier , 

HOI;.UTX P -Pt - . 

Oct bar : .7p j, X . 


Your lixeellenoy# 

t 1 tc the honour to refer to some recent press 
reports from kew York which attribute to r urv y yiree u o&G 
of Akron f Ohio, the statement that Mo plantation coup^; 
have taken from ritiah owners two hundred thousand acres 
of plantation in Liberia in bearing. 

2, The liquidator of the Liberian Rubber corpora** 
tion f Limitedf a ritioh Company p states that, as fur an ho 
knows, their Mount Barclay plantation of about tv.o thousmid 
acreu is tie only plantation in uiberi^ . 


Zm He states further that the Liberian Government 
i\r M have claims against t c Corporation of about light too uo mid 

pounds| one half of which ariimB out of a demand for extra 
export duty which is contested by t a company; t^io wramin far 
repreBents the monies aynble under the Agreement for the 
original wild rubber concession* 

4, The Liberian Legation in London informed the 

» 

liquidator in April 1921 that the Liberian Government hnd 
decided to safeguard their interests. In February 1» 1 
tiic Liberian Secretary of state stated that hio Cg'. |i ^- 
would postpone colicctlng the cura claimed till becamber Is* 
of that year, provided the cluim togetlier with the iirsi 
4 /60t*:• yearly installment of Luvcn hundred and fifty pounds in 

reopeot of the wild rubber concession should be omniderd 

Hie xoellfinuy 

Iti* ocrjtary of state iActing) 
of the Republic : I iborii'.t 

idLarticuj‘t of Itate# ^unrovit * 




a firot lien on the plfuntatioxi mw other aeocto of -he 
Company in Liberia* 

b* ho Ay^roeMfit for the lien teen* hoe'cver* boos 
made by or on behalf of the oompc ny nor h; e t ,e con :ny nor 
t e li< uiditor received notice of any proceedings by the 
Government to eat blieh the lien or dr r^c on the company's 
or li initiator 9 a property* 

6* In view of V.v hiroatono'o otrtcreut and the 
possibility that the Li erian "overnm.eiit may hi vo la ted 

the cocipi- ny or the licuidr tor of the pro erty and . :1g it 
over to the Firestone Company* l bavt the honour to c i* iro 
t;htt is the present atrtuo of the tbericn lubber :or oration *e 
property* 

V. l i vail mycolf of t)u o ortunity to convey 
to Your j xcellc nvy the Bseuronce of my highest conoilert tioa 

aiid rec.ect* 

I h ve t!iC honour to be* 

Y ur :xc llency’s moat obedient Serve;*i* 

ir* 

‘ Yj'4- | 

H*M* Charge d 9 Affaires ad interim.* 




* 





x 


\-i»r.Na 

'x £?$• 


?* ^ 
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*-■ 




Telegram Lo. 16. From Foreign Office. 

Bate * 23.1C.2S . 

£ 5 . 10 . 20 * 


* « 

Recent press reports from lew York attribute to Firestone 
statement that his plantation company hare taken from British 
owners 2CQPOO acres ef plantation in Liber ia in bearing * 

Liquidator of Liberian nub er Corporation Ltd., a 
British Company, states as far as he kno\ s their Fount Barclay 
Plantation of about 2000 acres is the only plantation in Liberia. 

The Liberian Government have claims against the 
Corporation of about £6000, one half of which arises out of * 
di.Eu.nd for extra export duty which is contested by the Company: 
remainder represents the monies payable by Agreement for origip^I 
wild rubber concession. 

The Liberian Legation here informed the Liquidator 
in April 1921 that t..e Lib ritn Government had decided to 
safeguard their interne sta-. In February 1921 th, Liberian 
Secretary of State stated that the Government would postpone 

ollectin he sum claimed till December 1st of that year, 

* . . 
provided claim together with first yearly instalment of £750 

in reerect of wild rubber concession should be considered a 

i * , 

first li n on the plantation and other ^sets of the Company in 
Liberia. 

Ho agreement for the lien has been made by or on behalf 

of tiie Company nor has the Company nor the Liquidator received 

notice of any proc edings by the Government to establish 

the lien or charge on the Company's or Liquidator 1 ® property* 

In view of the lirestcne statement arid the possibility 

that trie Liberian Government may have expropriated the Company's 

or Liquidator’s property and made it over to Firestone you xxix 

should enquire of the Government wl.at is the pre ent status I 

of the Corporation *'a property* I 




■ 









Confidential. * 



x/zb. 


BniTISIi LEGATIOIi, 


HOHROVU, LIB' 


October 16 # 1 :U * 


Sir# 


v1th reference to your letter of August £8th enquiring 


ao to the possibilities of rltioh planters eocurin; £i<vauruble 
terms with the Firestone Tyre and Rubber Corporation*s Liberian 
enterprise* I beg to state that th e Com; my are at present 
operating rubber growing on a small scale, one thousand acres 
only being at preoent on i producing hi sio. 


2. It is understooti, however, that the Cory ration 


e 


^repose to extend their operations and that forty thousand acres 
of ouch country aro to bu cleared an.: planted in the courea of 
the next few years. 


2. Hat I personally could welcome the inclui^n of 


patriotic ritioh planters in the Ilreotonc Com any 1 s Siberian 
Bit XI I felt it nevertiielese ray duty to warn you that British 
Subjects who ^urin L the past eighteen nonius h- ve boon in the 
employ of this .^crican firt, have mot with consider: i le difficult/* 
lea in obtaining recognition of the conditions on whi h they oimo 
ut here. Should you decide to apply for employaent with tliizj 
enterprise, I have no doubt that as an ex eriuncod planter you 
would do able to secure favourable terns, but ; u are advised to 

’f > ■* ■ *i. 

pruoecc with the u trace t caution and eafugutird yourself a ninst any 
undorh»n< prretioes on th- p rt o; your prospective c: layer. + 


iBB-Brunton, b- r,, 

Sepang rotate, 

Sepang, Soli, gcr, 


3 / 




I* * * • 1 t 







, 4‘ i 

- w | . 


>• V- • 


1l\ 




















4* I would suggest# having regard to th 
disutilities of the co ntry generally and the cli t« : 
t : mt you limit y ur contract to eighteen months at meet 
tmC secure for yourself free borrd and lodging , servants# 
nodical attendance and first clans travelling expanses» 

5, With reference to ti e Inal puregr&ph of 

your letter X would refer you to the folic la*;: 

Sir H.K. Johnston# Liberia: Tlio Asgro Aepublio in 
l.eat Africa, ondon# 1906# 

lUlMtoeve, The £1&ok Republics Liberia* London! 1923, 


I i: if Sir f 

Yours faithfully, 

/ ± i »* 
i r ' ■„ ■ 












*** e ■% 









Sepang Selangor Rubber Estates Ltd. 



TCLCQNIPHie 


addriii : 


CUMMINS. 

SEPANG 


coot: Broom hall's Rubber Ed: 


(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND ) 


SEPANG ESTATE. 

SEPANG, 

SELANGOR, 

F.M.S. 


Telephone, 221 Seremban, 


The British Consul General, 

Monrovia, 

Liberia, 



Sir, 

It has been reported in j. @Iayan newspapers that a newly 

formed American Corporation hi-vc required large concessions 

in Liberia for the purpose of planting hevea rubber. I have 

the honour to enquire if, within your knowledge, there is any 

truth in the report ? If there is, end t}je ,j.iorleans propose 

tackling the proposition on a large scale, I imagine that 

# 

favourable terms might be offered to British planters of 
•experience and rbility from the P. li. Si in which case, could 
you give me such information as would enable me to get into 
comuni cation with the Headquarters of the concern, with the 
view to my offering ir.y services ? 

I have been planting in this country since 1911, except 
for the 4 years war period, and am now managing tills property 
which consists of 10,000 acres, 5,000 of which are planted and 
partly in bearing. 

I have read Mr. H. C. F, Laughans book "The Republic 
of Liberia 11 . Could you refer me to any other '.works whihh 








- 2 - 


rtould enable trie to £:*in some idee or the country and its 
CQEL'iercial possibilities V 


I he.Vo the honour to be, 

dir, 

Your obedient servant, 








a 


I? No. ^ y 

fiw/j/WJt J , * 



THE Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents hie compli¬ 
ments to His Majesty's Representative at Jutwwvh: & 
and transmits herewith eopv of the under-mentioned paper. 


Foreign Office, 

J(i ^ CU ( , 192-V. 


Rc/ere)ice to p re t i ^ eo rresponde nr : 


^fuX(Lc £} 




„ faXtUcA </7 



/{> 


Description of Enclosure . 


Name and Date. 


Subject. 


t 
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1&+4 f.o.p [ii»G] & 24 10 m 40* [lafna] (4) 
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«f «i«h m • 
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4*Hb*r* tfttii OirtM X»*4? (A 11 * 4 / 




ICO/144) Of tbo l«tli July lut, too top<\xte<n* If >•■» #■ * 


♦ 

I 


Tti.4- r^jrovii ttu.t ut* to uti o« ruii&'i* wmt 

InwrrHU; I* pi*«imk 2 U to Hufci 

AtmUUsa l» toi it to KiUitioa in (hylia 
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3 a. :ij?' r if ice, s.w.x 



(A 214C/1C3/24) 


26th June, 1325. 



d ' ^ 


I notice that you are reporting on the Firestone 
Scheme both to the Deportment of Overseas Trade and 
to the Foreign Office* As a general rule ii/ is 


inadvisable to report on the seme subject in tv/o 

% 

different series and you nay rely on all copies 
0 f your despatches about the Firestone Scheme being 
sent to the Department of overseas Trade. 

There is of course no objection to your 
sending to the Department of Overseas Trade direct, a 
co 2 £ of any despatch to the Foreign Office which you 
think would be of special or immediate interest to 
that department, but in that case we shall be glad 
if you will mention in the original despatch that a 
copy lis.8 T 30 sn to tlic Dopc-Xtmnn. 6 oi Qvoi T-e^v.o* 







(A 2999/2136/24) 


ORE I GEN OFFICE, S.W.t, 


24th June, 1925. 



d 'A 


Many thanks for your letter of May 24th which, 
as regards the attitude to he adopted to the 
Firestone question, has crossed the instructions 
to you contained in Foreign Office despatch No. 34 
of June 2nd, which you have by now no doubt 
received, and by which you will of course be 
guided. 



Francis O'Meara, Esq. 







!*■» 



SIEHFJ. i^o:r„ 
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Sir 


i 


# 



|! *ll & H V,? 

j^apio. 

KOl> J SF - P ' 3? * 


GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
SIERRA LEONE. 


;,ILJU£ t ,, 19E5 


I Lav•- the Lonoiii tc aol.::3v 


v.iti thaiihs the receipt of y our despatch 

.To,47/25 of tlie 24 th \ujut f 1925, cojStfiiiins 

particulars relative to the A repress in Liberia 


cf the Pir- ri -ne t-cLcme. 


1 have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Yo u r mo £ t o o t is< 1 1 2 erv :-4, t, 



Tiic Britannic iiajeity T <; 

m Laroe d 1 Aifair e e, 

Britirh Le^atioa 
Hour avia* 




. . J 









SIEBRA LBGBR 


ffk U£USt, JP2S 




Sir, 

I hRVij the honour to acknowledge 
witix thank* the receipt of jour doe patch 
Ho # 4f/fcJB of the H4th Auguet, MEL, coaatfcning 
particulars relative to the proxies* in Liberia 
of the Pi re et one scheme. 

1 have the honour to be. 
Sir, 

Your most ob^diint Servant, 

fkgd*, /* H* , 

MPttHKQR. 


Hi a Britannic l&yocty'ti 

Charge d Vnalree, 

British Legation, 


Monrovia 







T*Uvhem : 

Victoria 

3Tj?lfflTaphw5 Additwi 

“Tn.f’Asu I aIli,* London’, 


Plea^v quoto re fort m e 






rii: Ho. 


p^n. H 
Passport Ofi tnvH* 


VJG 


1 , Queen anne’ f? Gate Bujlihngs ; 
Daktmguth Street, 


Westminster, 

London, S.W.l 


W/l s- 


Ths Chief Passport Officer presents his 

m 

compliments to Lis Britannic Uajesty’s Charge d'affaires 

at Monrovia and, with reference to hie telegram (Xio.lS) 

of the 3rd ultimo, begs to enclose herewith for his 

* 

information copy of Passport Office warning circular 
distributed to British Consular officers in the United 

Ltates of America concerning Donald Alast air Boss, 

- 


tth ^ugust 1 c j25 












47/2t>. 




ht 

BRIT ISH LEGATION, 

KOHROm f LIB ;Pa * 

August 24, 11 # 


Tour Kxacllcncy, 

I have the honour to furnish herewith come 
particulars relative to the progress in this country of 
Fi re ©tone ocheuie * 

2, hiist the genert-l po;itlon of this Ane* , 
and Indeed anti-British* concern is not yet defined it is 
to he feared that the next ©easier may ace t l it o nv y 
Iiundea over lock, stock and barrel to a financial syndic? tc 

% handed by the Firestone group and strongly aup:ottc by t*.s 

United States GoYermaeot# 

3. The Secretary of State, The Honourable dvir 
Barclay § anu t e General Receiver of CuatoiLs & Financial 
Adviser to this Republic, Vr S.de la Rue, raccntly stile 
for the United States of /joerica to conclude an agree*, 
with the financial group in question. Up to date It has 
been found impossible to ascertain any dets lls, br.t rumours 
of a ten million dollar loan secured on he entire rev^ « ic 
of the Republic and administrated by Z'r do lu Rue as HJrh 
Commissioner with an army of American of: lol 1b » soer 
point to wholesale Americanisation of this country* 


r 

4* hether the Liberian Govern: unt nil* be 
to induce the Legislature to pass any proposals jeoj irulsl 


is xeelle y 


Liberian/ 


T c rev incr i a ii?r- In-Chief 

Oi -;n bd. i’rot or? 


Q i 1^3*0 , n% 



Liberian sovereignty will, I underoteund, depend to eon: 
extent on how much money the financial syndicate is pr rou 
to advance for the pur; se of paying the arrears of g ry 
due to the Siberian Cove iment officials, A sum arto. ( iOL 
to tliree quarter million doll: rs is said to have beta , „ 
ed tentatively. 

t« The scheoe further contemplates harbour i : .- 

-ient j t the f curd in of an agricultural bank, the con ,4 i. 

of rcx-dc ur railways end tv conin^rclal exploitation jl j_ 

the fabulous weal th of the hinterland to which on every 
poenible occasion Liberians point with a sense of pride, 
forgetting ft the moment that otiint to their maladmiiiisti - 
tion for nearly n century the wealth lo still only potential 
wealth. 

6. Such changes would of course be very bene let ! 
not only to the economic life of lie country, but tueo ircia 
the point of vim of bring in*; the aborigines of the hinter¬ 
land into line with their brethren along the Vest . frioor. 
Coast. 

7, British into eats , however, at whose exp ?. 
these American ambitions woitl: he realised and whose 
co.^njrci, 1 ot*kc in this country would become relatively* 
small, feel somewhat uneasy as to their ultimate fate. 

On the oiler hand, it remains to be seen whether a nuari- 
extraterrltorial enterprise doos not bear ithin itsel* 
postabilities for abuse too tempting to be resisted, ? 
circumstance which mi ht conceivably bring about some 
undesirable reactions in other eot . frican countries. 

I htvc the honour to be. 

Tour Lxcelr oacy T s moo- o lent Servant, 

\ i\\ 

• * ,V v \ 

v ; \ 

\ ,y K 

. ; *6 d*Afi ires t a*ri.i 

. ' iing f naul- *al. 




Solomon PoRTliK 

Uscitku Static Minieeteb ahd Comet. 


July 

Sixth, 

1 9 2 5. 


Monrovia. um;nu 


My dear Colleague: 

Some information has come to me through 
Mr. de la Rue which makes me feel that you and I 
should have a friendly conversation upon the matter 
of vfcich he spoke. 

I am therefore sending you this informal 
note to ask when and where it will he convenient 
for you to have an informal conference. 



Yours very sincerely 

' 











No. ^ y. 

( ft '■'£'‘7 L I Xy) 





TOR Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his complh 

mentis to llis Majesty's Representative at /f i **vt o- €i _ 

% 

i i ’ 

and transmits herewith copj^of the under-mentioned papers. 


Foreign Office, 

V rA * )>«*-*. ,ms~. 


Reference to previous correspondence : 

_ # I 

j ^ t Vo. ^ 

l ^ M - V.JL , 


/Jescri/rfiGW 0/ /fociositre* 


® Name and Date. 

Subject, 

yt <r ^ ^ ^Sa ^-3 ^ ^ ^ - J 

zJ <- ^ £j& ■ '—€. 


^ v'i X />d. ^ ^ i 

f*?£*wC /C £ t £-• (5^1_ 

y i j. f 

. ^ 5^/ * t?h\x < c£ c\m 

^ V -flL *£ < 

,^vcH- f ^ 

*^-C^ttyf? £ c fi^V^ 

e- c <r^ 

L L .Y iX ^ C r, 

' f 

* 


^ ^ ^ vji ^ ^ & 








g -F.O.P jM 7 f 22 JM U I 23 itwua-k] (?) 
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65 3/169/24} 


"Tito reference to Foreign Office 
memorandum of the 18th hay {a 2434/169/24) with riiicli 
trar t ran spitted a c opy of a tel e pram f r on :ris laj esty 1 s 
rr :.t it c 1 Affaire e at ’' onrov i a re 3 t in £ to t i© con cersi on 
Thic . t;,e ir stone Tyre and Bobber Company are ne^oth tin£ 
*”i th the Siberian 0 orerra• ■ ei 1 1, the Dep ar to e ut of 
O'."orscac -race, while expressing general concurrence 
in the nature of the instructions which it i a proposed 
to tend to r. C f 'eara retires however to point out 
that previous proposals on toe part of the firestone 
Com p any for tin: jr an tin. of a loan to Liberia hav e 
involved the introduction of America;; officials into 
administrative positions in the Inter!or, a course 
which, according to hr. 0'hears 1 s French colleague, 
rill piBsuimbly be opposed by his yovern r.i • The 
present project apparently includes "prop c r.-ls seemed 
to c on tempi at e who1e sale A -ericanisat ion of t: 1 a 
r^ptolic 11 and is % cin, w . supported by the American 

I 

dor or rtrent . 

£. In this connection the Foreign Office 

ray p o s sib 1 y de si re t o s up pi er. ent t h e in e t ruct ions 
pr o_ o sed to b e ven to > . 0 T Leara, e sp e daily 
as the new concession is reported to include import nt 
privileges whose character Lae not been specified in 
the telegram* In this direction the Forei £p Office 
may consider it possible for >- Ohleara to act in 
concert with the French h inis ter in any representations 
e he instructed to -make to the Liberian Government. 


3 







C T 2 ra 1 s despatch h o. 49 of 


3. In Ifr, 

4th April last (;p,0. reference A 2168/169/24) he oommente 
upon the anti-British attitude of this company and 
refer l to its purpose r e b iry opposed to British 
rubber rectrietior.s♦ In this connection it ■ sy be 
ob se rved tlt t k e are *. proposed to b e t ah e n ore r i s 
believed to include the plantation, rim derelict, 
previously owned by the Liberian Rubber Corporation, 
a -ritish Co-'par;- presided over by Sir i'ranfc Hermes, 

This plantat ion proved to be such a hopeless failure 
*h .t it war a’ an- oneti and tine company wont into 
1 i q ui cat ion. It is hcl I ; ved, th er efore, th at th e 
_ ire stone Co, will encounter great difficulties 
in making tl- e v *nture remunerative and it will be 
five to seven years before there can be any appreciable 
production. In ary circu .stances Liberian production 
is n-ver likely to exercise any ayreciable effect 
' up on the int or nat ional r ubb a r si tu&t ion • 


HSPAP7 ’ 

35 Old 


OH DTE HSEA 3 7 RAHE, 
^ucer. Street, 
London, L’A7.1- 


£5rd I£av 1925 











(a 2653/169/24) 


jb&oraitpjm. 


The Foreign Office has received fro*; the 
Department of Overseas Trade a memorandum dated - ay 
22nd regarding the scheme of the Firestone Tyre and 
Hubber Company in Liberia. 

2. ihe Foreign Office notes the suggestion of 
the department that His Haj esty* s Charg$ d'Affaires 

nt onrovia should concert with the French ' inistor $1 
in any representations made to the Liberian Government- 

3. Such action, however, does not appear advisable 
in present circumstances, the opposition of His 
Majesty’s Government to the construction of a railway 
etc. being primarily due to the fact that such 
transport facilities would constitute a menace to 

the security of Sierra Leone in the event of 


hostilities with France. In 


event the Foreign 


Office consider that it would be well to uwait the 
text of the dr ift agreement before taking any action 
In the sense suggested by the Department of Cversnas 
Trade. 


FOH ’IG T OFFIC GJT.l. 


3rd June 19 25. 
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yOimiQN OFF2C J, 

iJ.W.l. 





3rd Jtol IB 21* 






-if, 




• ■ • • fj * i 















I treated by 1 r* ^eerotary Ctiajnberlmia id truiawit 
to you hermrith copie a of carrot; ondoneo me kclfM in the 
margin regarding a development adherne under negotiation 
betwe r the Fireatone Tyre or<3 "libber Company cf the United 
tatee nnd the Siberian Govrjriymnt * 

f, ft will be observed thnt t*ie eeherae ny peoelbly 
include the improvement of Yonrerin harbour* 

3* Tw ieoratnry of t to h*ie no voneon to think that 
the nwnr regarding the eatttbliflhneut of \ coaling 
•tation at Monrovia la well founded* ^e hae t howover* 
instructed r Us ?h*jeety l e Ai*haesador at Taehington to watch 
this mater carefully and to reports any develop cut a. 

4# hr* ghaatoerlatfi would ba ^lud to levrn at an early 
data the viawa of the tarda Cesaniaaionore af the Admiralty 
on the effect which work on the harbour of Uenravia auch at 
tha forw&hndewod In the enoloeed oerreapondeneo would have 
on Britiih naval lutereate* 

1 am, 

Sir, 

four obedient ^errant, 

(signed) ROBERT VAMSITTART. 










The Secretary 

of the Admiralty* 











, 'f. % 
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^ i . 3S947/i.7. 
{A 2663/169/24) 










* 


Fife reference to Foreign Office 
memorandum of the 18th ay (A 2434/169/24) witi -rhloh 
wae iransritted a copy of . telegram from Hi® aje sty 1 s 
Mh&rgS d 1 Affaire® at onrovia relating to tie concession 
which the Fireatone Tyre and Rubber Company are negoti -ting 
” f lth the Liberian Government, the Department of 
Oversea® Trade, while expressing general concurrences 
in the nature of the instruct ions which it ii proposed 
to send to r. r • learm desires however to point out 
that previous propose is on tie part of the firestone 
Company for the granting of a loan to Liberia hare 
involved tie introduction of Amerioan officials into 
ud:nini at rat ire positions in the Interior* a course 
which, according to i% 0 f e arm 1 e french colleague, 
will pweuenably be opposed by his govornra nt. The 
present project apparently includee "proposals seemed 
to contemplate wholesale Americanisation of this 
republic" and is being supported by the American 
Gcror ment. 


2. In this connection the Foreign Office 

nay possibly desire to supplement the instructions 
proposed to be given to Mr. oL/eara, especially 
As the new concession is reported to include import*.at 
privileges whose c vara c ter has not been specified In 
the telegram* In this dlreetlon fee , o^rijjn Office 
may consider it possible for r* 0'Hears to act in 
concert with the French Hinlster in any representations 
he may be Instructed to make to the Liberian Governri^nt. 








3 * 


In Hr* C , Utar» f » despatch * 0 * 49 of 
4th April last fF*0. reference A 216B/109/24) he oorraasnts 
upon the linti-British attitude of this company and 
refers to its purpose as being opposed to "ritish 
rubber restrict! one* In this connect ion it "*ay be 
observed that t o area proposed to be t&icen over is 
believed to include the plantation* nor derelict, 
previously owned by the Siberian Rubber Corporation, 
a "ritish Company presided over by Sir ^r^nk **©*/mes* 
Tbie plantation proved to be wot a hopeless failure 
th t it was abandoned and the company went into 
liquidation* It is believed, therefore, that the 
iireetone Co. will encounter great difficulties 
in making the venture remunerative and it will bo 
five to seven years before there can be ary appreciable 
production. In ary circusstances Iberian production 
is never likely to exercise any appreciable effect 
upon the international rubber situation. 


SIPART* If? 0 1 OTinaSAB TRAM* 

35 fid queen Street, 

bon don, 3 *1 • 






























r>*/ * 

































(A litibA/l «3/24) 










































nr:*. 








The 4,-orel^n Office has received fro-: the 




Department of Overseas Trade a Mnorandua da tod Cay 







22nd regarding the seher.e of the 5 ir eston* 'yro ; and 


Rubber Company in T»ih*r i. .. 

2. Tho Foreign Office no to * the bu .cation of 
tho departs or t that its ajeoty 1 * Ch?-r«.*1 d* vfff ires 








•it onroria should concert with t i© French Hinlstnr 




:*> 7 

• v 


e 






in any rsj re son tat lone raa^e to tho M'rerian < overment - 
3. Such action, however, does not *p]w?f.T advisable 
In present ciranattaneetf ttt opposition of is 


aj f*ty 1 S government to tne construction of a railway 
etc. being primarily due to the ihet that such 
transport facilities would jonati tut* a aerUiCC to 


















the security of dierra Leone in the event of 
hostilities with France. In any event tha /ort ign 
Office consider that it woulo be well tr- t**nvit the 

text of tho drift agreement before taking ‘.ny action 

■ 

ia the c bm suggested by the Department of Overseas 
Trade* 






* jI V ’ 

- 


ie*«i«r OTY - , M«l. 

3rd Juno 19 2E. 
















— 

Mr, 


1 m cl rooted by 1 r. Gocr^it-ry Mhc*borlUn to trims it 








* ■* .•-/? 




to you herewith cop lot of oorroa. endonoo us fiu*rKoi in- tho 




; virgin re&:rdl*» 4 $ a dovol oj>nont adkinsi* under no^otlati^n 




betwoon tho >ir tateno 7yr« ar.4 ubbor Sotfpany of tho United 




tutoo im4 t io Liborftororwont# 




2. It will bo observed that tho nch<w w\y possibly 


















Include tHo isjprovofaont of Monrovia harbour* 

3* Yb# *i trot ary of tft^to has no reuoon to think thut 
tho rvnmiT regarding tho establishment of n oozing 






•tation it Vonrovi* i« well founded* e his, h 9 *ffVor t 




inotruotod Hi» Majesty 1 ® vmbassndor at "uohin^ton to tratoh 
is oat tar aorefully and to report any doralep »nta« 
























4« Mr* Charbortain would bo to loum «t iui otirlyf ;' 

dxto tho views of th# Lord:* Mo vl sal oner® of tho Adnir&lty 
on tho of foot will oh work on tho hurbour of Monrovia vuoh a* 
that tbroniiHdcwuil In th® onolOMd oor^ospefiilonon would have 
on rltlali naval -int*Mats. 

Z a-'tt, 

Nn 

Your obedient .Servant, 

(Signed} ROC; 

}* ‘ 


:.t *>• if v 

,v f *■• w^; n V .; 

t a 

jK iz- ’. 

- * l. - 




tho Secretary 




*'• ’•'• - 1 T TART, 








of tho Ac* ilralty* 


































_ 










Vo. 24 . 

(a 2651/’ 09/24.) 




Jir, 


Hith reference to your telegrams ITo.ll of Hay 11th 
and Ho*12 of Hay 20th regarding the claim of the 
Eirestone Tyre and Rubber Company* I an of the opinion 
that there does not appear to in general any w eaBor. 
\?hy Hi s Hcj asiy T s Gov cr ninent alloul d oppo se the ado p ti on 


of this scheme by the Liberian Government provided 
that no privileges are granted to the company or it a 
agents tMdh r?ould constitute a violation of British 
ti-caty rights. 

£. Hith re./ rd, however, to any scheme lor railway 
construction I desire to refer you to the instructions 

tAir*JO 

contained in iwy t a 1 ■ t^r *. a a 1 ‘ o s * 20 ana 65 of the 271 n 



Hay and 12th Bov ember 19 24 respectively. You should 
continue to be guided by these instructions* 

3. At the same time I have to inform you that the 
Army Council consider that the same object!one from 
the point of view of the security of the frontier of 
Sierra Leone Thick His Haj esty 1 e Government feel in 
regard to railway development apply in a lesser degree 
to the dev e lops', ent of ro ad r_: d ivat e r c ommun i cat ions i n 
the same area and you should therefore adopt an identical 
attitude towards such developments as towards the 
red It ay scheme. 


I am* vri th great truth 


Sir 


Your obedient Servant t 
(Hor the Secretary of State) 




jtc. t 


etc* j 


e tc. 













/# 25 . 


_ 1st July 

O' 

It will no doubt interest you to 
learn that our friend de la Hue has today 
applied for two Drafts on London and New York 
for £200. and £700# respectively, in favour 

of Edwin Barclay// 

I presume this amount represents 

Residue?? It would appear that Edwin Barclay's 

\ 

trip to Europe and America in connection with 
the Loan &e. is going to be an expensive one. 

It would not surprise me if Edwin 
Barclay is leaving by the "Wadai" due here 
^lorrow. 

I hope you are now fully restored 
to health, and with kindest remembrances, 





remain. 




























First of all I was pleased to learn 


yesterday from your Colleague Stavenson that 
you were up and about once again. 

As I hinted to Stevenson over the 

* 

telephone yesterday, the Firestone Agreements 
were signed on Saturday morning last, accep¬ 
ting the Loan &c., &c. 

I understand Edwin Barclay is 
going to Europe by the next steamer to discus 
with the British and American Governments the 
question of the continual raids conducted by 
4^he French on the Franco-Liberian Boundary. 

Bussell has been recalled 

immediately in order that de la Rue may 

■ 

proceed to America within thirty days to 





- 2 - 


discu38 the 
schemes. 


details of the Firestone 

% 


The President permitted de la 
Rue to convey pe sonally the signed 
Documents to the American Legation. 

I know this will surprise you. 

The question now arises as to 


what attitude the British Government is 
going to adopt. Surely some protest will 

have to be made. 

What an awful morning and so 


depressing? I feel like coi 


IIII 


itting 


suicide. 

I hope you will continue now to 
keep fit, and with kindest remembrances 
to you both, remain. 













Please pardon ray intrusion, but I 


think you will be interested to know that our 
friend, Ross, leaves tomorrow for America, via 

Europe, per the "Zaria** 

YJith regard to the steamer the 

Secretary of State purposes leaving by, I 
have every reason to believe that it is the 

"Wadai" tomorrow. 

Kindest remembrances, 




A 

-oz-xuy -s zct-dcJLcZi/ 





P 




























































































































iFILENo. H' 1 ) 

iREG, No. S MO \ 

To Foreign Off top 

* 

Date July 3,112*5 

No ,10 , 

My d p p p at oh No „ 6 s ), 

ROFF nailed on Ptramphtp ".^ARIA", for Plymouth 
or Liverpool July Pnd. Hold? pappp-rt expiring Auguet next 
may ha 10 f taken out ft rat pane tp a* United Ptatee Citizen. 

K iprp f renew pan f port in Unite ’ Statnp where hip aoti-vitteF 

in trie country are unknown. 


TEhl ,ORAM 














Date Ju"^ S»1 Pf). 

wo:i8. 


Yiur t. lorram No. 11. 

- * * i 

- 

Liberian Secretary of ft ate pallet July S*nd .for . 

Southampton by German Btearaphip W VUAI Al" In order to 

dipouee wit' Hip Ma.jrpty*p Government and later wit} 

* 

United Ptatep* Goverhnit nt French apereppion on the 
frontier. He liap p 'nt me Note protean ine apainpt, aotionp 
and attitude if French Givirmn nt : copiep by poet. 

3 

Froba t£Ly anoth er perhapp main rranon for vielt 
in to defend American Loan projeot.P >pf ibly lie l ap cl open 

thip m,'nent for protept in hope of hindering Anflo-Frencb 
co—operation afainnt American po} emo. 

General Receiver if Cuptomp eailp p tartly for 

America to dipoupp 1 'an arrangementp. 

Britfah inter ptp here perlouply alarmed at 

L 

threat to their proppeotp. I learn from reliable pouroe 


that 
















MEMORANDUM. 



From 


HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S 
CONSUL-GENERAL. 


To 


From 




To 


% 


Monrovia 


19 


19 


that Fire pt one group proj 
frin ti le p'lpt "at all or 


->pe to i s nii='av'ur t r > r ave me removed 


pt,e" but ar- uncertain whether 


Otj-verrment of thie count: 




will c i- -perate in ti eir aim, 
- - O’Meara 


; 


* \ 


► J 


V 





















,,L 

HI 






: ■ ittm uc , 








•::n..« ., i. - i •. 

Juiifi bb. 1 •).'! < 













Ty; : ■ > 

t V$ 


iv 






ith reference to previous correspondence c 


with my deepate h :io# :n or the d/t . In:tf nt, reopcetL\ n 












/gnericrjtt loan pr-.jcot end t sa. } iroaione Xyre *juid huhbor 
_ X xsp&nLV# I lustre too honour to ren&uit to jtu herewith v* 


m 




pi n subraiLlud by r X* J.r^ywakae* to tho Pircatorv jx 
end Rubber 3ea&oay *ot tbe proposed new harbour worisw* oil 
fuel etc. 










n 

<•* 




/Ithough the : Inn is that of n Liber* - n p it 
ia belie*©! to ?iavo Leon crcvei up In olooc consultation 
wit l.u :"ireotone :or. my’3 representative© here* 1 ao 
not think It can be ro c o:xlccl no a pi n definitely adopted 
by t’ * lit coaoera* but it oeo.ja likely that it iXluetrntoc 
their ideas fairly veil* 


V- 


3 * I el 00 oiiolooti u nci^rendun h : _ r 
on tho eon© ouhjeot wLiuh oxplelna the pvoj a \ ; k **»'xn 
to the cnoiooed plun* 


but in run a nctur&liood Liberian# lie is tl 


4* fir l oulJincr v.'uo originally mi -j n -ititun 


on 






in the Leptuiio with any ; .uoVnianl or enginctri' - n/led> e» 

and/ 







*-0 ixjcsty’o rincial 

Secretary of State 

for Forci L ;n Affaire, 

OiCi > '■ ■ * OtOf |p 

1 lj r fifC, 

• »li 
































.na 1 b poisacBocd of an untorprlnlne opirit very rr.ro 1 cr • 


lie contUiote the electric Uaht and lee nlanta at ,e:.. \u. 

I 

obtained po9«€»mlon of the original pirns 





-V. I obtt 




and oercojEH-utltxm by dieweat ana** The traoicc wag than 






■ 





Jilt'd £■ by r Vi or* 'annul utc veneer*, who to sn expert 






driAjgh&fBQsn • 






1 liAve the hjnoia to bo 9 




■ , :i .' 

i 




Si* # 






AIh tfreet truth mid ivd^c > 

>Trx “ 


• , s 






Your isoct obedient 

h Cerviaitf 















































* 





< f? 4 -'o . . ; . g* •• •>- - 

* « #•{■* i_r -1 . *e». . • * 



. 



































< T / 

jrg£ 


kush *. 

iSiEl* frlAt 7 < i" * * 

I 7 1 




June J 2&. 






itli reference to prariM* confoopon&citoc 
endiAs filh iqy ae*p*t©i» tfo«B2 of thtt UBth Inutcunt 
roo netin; the :-ir*wtoiie Type cud xibi-er Cot-u^ny* • 



ve vi-c houot •• uo ;.,'.Tii«.uu to you l* rewith & c&. y 





•f who "Siberian BtflMT fur tl«o oonth of 192b# 
contitmi»<$ ©a n^tiol^ i*y o,lor A*iUButlOT *t tocsin. 
tiwj morlotii loioi project* 






l. M though ujor -itior, nlsa 1b tio ohiof 
of the uiij*pxw> cotoativo Corps* i« > notoriouo iv.ii .4. v 
often ror-oJctcd to your itopex nant* Jiio paper io wu'ol, 
rew* end hit' iAnunivliat wi ll not to £ thout ofi'sGc* 


► 




. /JP t f . l\ ., 

-.v* ■% ' 

X l**va tlw liumu* lo jo# 
















flr» 

■ 

itU £reat truth tdPki roepo "# 
Your i&ont ob'jdi n* 

tanMe x■•- ' # 






uin aj oe ty * © rine i***! 

SMelery of jtutc 

for loroign Afiairta# 

010 * # etc* # c to11 

luTOitji ovfioc# 

-oiieun* • *1# 














































aHK-iFi 


tf[C 


«».yj [ Ic-jT. 


.rtHKlYlA, 

il’.uv: 




? It, 

;ttt reference t'j prevlou* correspondsno# ending mitb 
your telet-ran bo.II P rt*ppect ln^ t.l f Fir#atone ll j re & 

Rubber Goaspstsy , I Vrv# t 1 f honour to transit to you 
bere-titb rn eTt^eot fram C. locrl periodical called t # 
•Li^rinr “ tr tib lob « at feeble attack ie made 

on * l e I iAt protect ‘7 if* 1? flf far ftp tVe jp* ore lit p of 
t* p pc 1 erne dere to go In print at pressrst t a? too ptrong 
a rfpnmoijti m * raid el nrly Cpup; t*i e pepe ' to b# 
r*uppvppftrt by t e Government. It Ip tbe ftret ^pen 
sjurmur against ti a American plan t and mi ill eat people 
thinking and t U-ing t ?*o that I nn rilft it 'ft ubli? od 


'ibe e p * c *j 1, ##*p ion of tie Ajftginlature 
bae r.eAn pbe darted % and t* e Go' frozent < ,{l n t ^ t . -gun 

t f pr valued camoalgn to e*sv pa olio opinion in favour 

of t! e in an n c. If t e Preoidrrsi 1 1 c. id * p to put tie 

y j lent ip * * rft * * ° 1 f aeiriey r#t»p 1 sn >f t f Lf ’iftlat!iJ*e 

1 * mi ay try to et it 1 rotjfF aieof ,t' ct 1#^ Partly 

Intel ^epri^n.pa'-tJy in t -t of l n ^6->^7* It if* 

not ununl for a ^reeident 11 at and a t- t ^ tllft f 

el *ot 1 nn t ar d r > + t 1 Ivt' 1 p r to kef id f Ttf- r )1 lationF 

dr.i.yging oat .** r f*r t^o 5 *cpp i^nft pi V^t e ^ y ooTnpiete lift 

term of iff io* ard then retire wttb a vtubetntlf 1 bribe 

fron t a Fire et on# group for putting tie sol #ne t riuplu 
la ,* i#Pty *? Print ipal 

F e o re 1 * *7; of rtat.# ® A er e 

f «r Fore Lfti ffa i r ^ * 

etc tf ■ttn. t etc., # 

Forri r Off Lop , 

London t F .Vi „] , 







Yi ere 1 I* el^ in t^ nelteup tl r t 1 ? hrn r - ‘ 1 L f'Vjyp 

scrape tnut-ion .bFavuetr n finf r Prnri /.* «- * • M>jrat 

of ad< ttp*?pt wl *n n# t- at# Inf ttif? p 1 mn with a foreign 
Qw^rn^nt* I ^OUbt V AT* t 1 AT * 1 Lp Anyone er* Mfttl 
ervou*^ bAfikbonp to w>r a nr t° on of influent*#, but o:ip 
nfvsr knov*p* 

4 * I tool* of ^ tntfvrpifoi 

nit .5 ti - fpiv f stc ry of rtr>t* > 1 i*t-l'f to a fin# imposed 
hi f iri ,rl ”* • - t' r ir.t* t»i-Ai of bribing 

a I wv , t > t‘ rw out rorae J lpc v f*»t **rnltt4P tit to t. r 
f of bull^ir^, I { mV < r j <* t* *t t l f President** 

reocnrt 1 ourr Ay to f- ir - *r ijf ,rf,v! f^i t p nuo \ lnt#r#*#tAd 

in vr r Llwni on If" wit i i;l# unf ru :i tf Indiporet ion 
of t" ■ ir- p, r rf: J r mi -: Jilti* ’vert /JYln* 

in Ft*br sr\ lapt ,* pri it ft a k e f i inter* *t in tie railway 
nu* r tior Ip t Vp -it • *» oinri, r * - * err: rj^ of Mat# 

to! f tf tb* .^yr * ir*?-,* 'Vrl? e tup: t *ke *. rlP> L\\ 

tbe lot^re -t -.rop P-« i -r t' r* i * Wofrimf ooulf 
ao fortify rl * r^rp? to V * *1 c t ! fit 1 ■ * Fj- ol Ooulf Hot 
tup tr) )r»> ;il jv- Aufi a F’jTOFrtpn frankly to 

,*r jo relay ib.yt ayol an Id an. I*' o- lldi**; rnnperipr. :ip 
Ft .^Tf p 1 j'v ' 1 v/ r % ti f»* t e bvfmeit tr 4 *f *. : inert that .wry 

railway ml ^ ur rip ill er b L ’t nor t mtr*lifcd 03* t ■ a 
Franc 1 .1 t^prpefert ;n ; i*. tl .t tr, .* f janoi ;-r j&w oly oo not 
Cftra /{.> bull of t? e railway po 1 ,n t sf u tr ti ere for 
tipF ylpn a ruitnb)a oerpriors I'TiPfF- 

A, T> r t pnf rrl RfC f iw ( .!r ra 1 a Kua ,11 o ifton 
"*nt-p r> *» mout hplpoa T >r ^r jarolmy ap ad r&f later wl etl tr 
I -houtl Vfrt it 'ouli* nr p-*ff for t 1 f liiorriivn? to build a 

phort rai^'j y nr pf ri*p of pbort railwnyp to tap interior 
traff pi 1 >ng rp tl#y ran far to the eolith of *iinr jo* 1 a 
«nr *rT'ily a f - rif * nc * ini Aad, ^ pol tef* out t at tl at 


* >Ul rt 






4 mp n or Rtw r Cr-r-; wit,: a railway, 

an* Uft^lng t) r op.pIxal wit) -.Lit jf.f i-. puolia opinion 
erf vntl~ n--var Ptand # ;t« agreed that ?^c a *u»g6.f Lion Ip 


not praotloa bl* * 


^ * L *% fair 1 >ee jf ptlrring up r > 

wur ftlarsi pb>ut - rr 11 .ay t at Ii* v?iil or a^sln rejected 

bv *’ ' 7 - :pr^ rbly ( lf n-t ^-.r r« -r t in nation* 

f?i ia A r J ^ * * ~ 7 |1 *^ *n 

li Pk Ip } rf‘ ; i : Ip ;-c s j hdouup* -;r Coup^r ,U**4.0, f li&i 
1 I't : *■*j{U ■* in *]■*’ ii\t< rU.n -.Inc t! nl yerhapp 

'vl ut 1 ' r.y r j.t not rx 4 *' p*?a tA ^ real ' ic-wp *iut jf 


; ,ajr *: N »> - n a nt- t»J f-t n.v >u ,i*( Li nr* t ,■ a railway i 9 
an ob^fpnim ;r r :. rt" r y*e onjt of r iwn.Vor la Hue 

l 6 ’' ’f ->;> ^*_a ; in * i.r » *in;7 on. -t * *n£ ' Intp to U*a 

V 1 *v i' ’ •* t r : '/* nc’ . .«• yr ' * .^; 1 ,vt *. *r it,, p *■ If 


In n-if oonfidmoa of »ur r< p eoti~< UiVfmsAuti bp. w# 
nr* n f at « t Ilf \ ukj-.’v ft ip] If " t a:. «:‘ 1 at in 
atttftpqu' ncr our pt r 4 ,H(mt f f\y b# flK junttf . 


6. I ^tiivre r*fpf-oift.ily to Fay that if 

you > ir 1 *.j op- >f r tV r nr r Lcrr I^orr, at V f 1 f*apnbtr 
by «n* of dipnrrat. ir^rnruff bar#- t ii vrtlr b# advlaafela 
to *v p* m :\ >jy pf *i. ^ pr/ly lrtn t >^T ft latest* I ismglnp 

} m* \*t i tb*f ts>rf car. bp *u 1 IfwY by f It ot ooitvf/ Pattons 
wit? iiBp] in r ton. £n tT pi c onriPot ion I ney rnantion t- Ft *r 
rf la Kup t-?5r rjp tlat t p Fr#ncl tobapp if or tiiprf ) ad 
Ar: r *C t *= Fi r t# ippsttopnt Iti « clfn for support in 
t l if r llwnj project ,0131 at* tiep li ' turu^d ti^vn^* 

7 , It nay not bp inappropriat p to tnpnti >n 

tV r* a '“"fnW Urpy .df^prribe^ to ap ^ ^ant laiaan wiPM.i^r f 

r^ r' r r^oe rt rr '1 Irnept ary ali‘cn loi , u:idt r t.I f t^rrt -i 

PTROtl Act, eiri^f p pfi nart wrak f*r t- a puypopa of 
Writing Linrri' in p book or np^npappx, I or j pop a to 
friw itu i inf * .-‘■ant to: *r napia-mop of any deacription, 

i ovirv 




# 


S eving r^ord V* tie greet tern wrought oy £.rr*itponFi ol e 
M^pp^^wn In ti e peet wbei* ^eltoet# Ipeuee wars itiv^ivr^' 4 
Considering t e ild rumoure now cur ent in uiOQrl ' 
gb>ut tl f American pro j«Ot f it woulr be earn to f't nisi 

TOfttfriftl f>r a eoar# article in t! 0 “&*■ tly **ell ^r 
dlf»reputpble organs, Ti le ri*fp njt mean t ut *1 
piielX denv }-im tv# ordinary 1 ospltsilty extended to ye rr * 3 
vl 3 It n g *} € Re publ lo , 

I law tie h m mr 1j b# 

Si r t 

Utli gre t truti and respect 
four most obedient 

Jumble Fervent f 



f 







. ■ W_te * 

H' y f 


r '-tr I^OATT ;:i, 
BOKIOTIA, i:rW>\T . 
■u.ie G, 19£5* 




5W, 

I have tho honour to t eltno-. led^c, with tlwJro, 
t!w rcooift of your letter of :.he Sth tnotont, infonaing 
r.a that the i ireetone Tyro & Jlubiwsr Company of Akron, 

1 * 0 » t.0,A., luivct 'OpAiat! for the of p further 

l^aas; ol Ode yea r in respect of the otuit torcloy rubber 
Plantation. 

X ai greatly indebted to you for your kind 
courtesy in advising mo of this happening. 

2 understand that onc f Eogiit said to be k 
nntiy** of 'oo &land and holding first papo rm of Uni tod 
Li tr>too citizenship sailed today for England by the 
azo&hlp ^Onlteha”* I cut taking appropriate stops in 
this connection# 


I have tno honour to be* 
8ir f 

four ooedient Servant, 


*tm :.*Cbe.Ti:$ d’Affaires 

.fe Concul-Ocnerale 

a . H • C • Good! i f fe f Zm ; * # 

Manager of the 

lank of rHi 1 • ee . . f rior , JUtd# ( 

ifenrovfju, 

.. dfh- ’ 

’ 

— -- - ~ - i 



UL COHMUh 9 TO BE ADDRESSED TO 

THE MANAGER 



VltAD OFFICE 

37, GftAC£ChURCH STREET 
LpNPO^,£,C.3. 

liv« rpoo^ office 
25 WATER STREET, 

■-1ANCKE3TM O^ SE - 

106 £ :0& PORTLAND STREET 

H aURO OFF C li 

JCHAU€»gvRG^RSTRASSE 4» 5J 

ulm - ^ACNira ,- 
STANDARD BAN* OF SOUTH AFRICA ja 
67 , WAuL STREET 



Francis O'lfeara Esqre., 

His Britannic Majesty'a 

4 

Charge-d'Affaires & Consul-General, 
Monrovia. 


Sir 


* 


It 'ii,ill no doubt interest you to learn that the 
Honourable the Secretary of the Treasury informed us during 
a conversation yest.-rday, Thursday, the 4th instant, that one 
Mr* D.A. Ross, the Represen ative here of the Firestone Tire 
0 & Rubber Co- of Heron, Chio, Y.S.A., had applied to the 

Department, oi otate, E-L. for a further lease of one year on 
the Mount Barclay Rubber Plantation. 

It would appear, therefore, that it is not the 
indention of the hires to ne Tire A Rubber Co- to withdraw from 
this Republic, notwithstanding the rumours now in circulation 
to the contrary. 

I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant. 
























• i- 




it. 13. 

















3T?nOn/*, 7,V~ '!>, 





Tiin : •*, t/ 105 . 




dr, . 













u-, g 



. v- 'Vx .>• •• » h 









• ±V) xvft wjijc to r; cc»y'-tofc ''o*X3* Owraeoo 
Tr tic, -if 3uTv* If'Et, ro»pcg‘iiv; ifc« * Ireotone Tyrr 
> F.ub *r t moir la^va ICxo lumc^r ts fcfniuttsit tc 

;"ju iiom d Ji t* co^y of rj\ ttritlandufR to t*n* % f*r0onf>nto 
Rlr&e*b n*Mt to yo«>* 













X liavs tin- honote to bc r 

r.ir P 

itJ\ trutn ©fid rc nooc t a 


?98* v t 


■ 

Taar jmn t ol)rj&i«mt 








liis . )ei»ty*tr a lncii^.l 


* eoratrry of rutc 

for Joroifn ,iiVtcao, 

OtO,,3 tu,, 

J»pM-tnK.nt of CTsraorks, 
Lonv.oM, r.%,1. 
















¥7 


jF I ’ Tr i'l v 

Jun# '*? ,109H * 




fi.-. 

\ii%i i fTftii-c- ^ nflft §itrf ln^ 

.,»v, mv tr!i**,Tnr 'To.l^ .r^r*' tin*! t* * KlrefltOM 2VV® 

^•- ip^KKn,^ f '>" r ,j’9rj7, 1 ■ r,’’ • 1 <■ f OnoUT tQ t.JT I1S"I it* to V'Al 

tTj *-. i-irjp 1 ** ~f -° j v r. t f, *< rvtrsxJTJ tr'i r /u OUlt* 

to y j\ <rt ?zy re *' pfs «c1 Ho,6*5 o* *•*&& " p ^* lfvnt *1 £OUl^ 

0 -,t- j «zj t <• r ci i i #»■ A: -*’** IV » 

t ^ 717 *.jr A*t W • J * ". ’ fltlC \ • J will 

- - v* *, -.f rd’4' c y a'} ■ tr- t > *1 1- dpf^toh. In 

7^\r > It wti 1 He- **;t,iOfi* V at ti.f i + ri ff ‘ tp F#rcuir* 

t> ft n^pr^ i t. ? i•<>■ if-'; .tv■* *.' '• f’ „uolto tr. orrl^x 

to roo * rr< ti . 1: i -• 1 ^ 1 »ly ln propping 

t u of giaiir V al 14': t * »ii tuiuLr Vvj popular 

ci^uyu ii v. c o - * ^ . Li * louli M 

-*0 1 ^ - Irj.f+r p n.l* r *+ Vj “iWACflflfV 1 * f&ctF 


jn ,f U' r*'*P f c- ' r * >r . -r-' *: 

- 1 * tA f 'lov>vy%r T >. 


to 


« • , , t t p £i«co^fitur* 


*P t *i’| k /*7*1*f liiot!V> Lf i^l’F *v‘» Ulif Vj#f tO 

t,vnyjr T 1 t ^r\ T , t *0 MO Mo »It tt t i • ** A 

of i> » V+& IF iUA . -.*• :v. .rs If P>r.l r TfMntowit 

If ar >ur? *. icv; r If* *? T* * * hu’o^Io to t 

j it^c* fta^ re , * t i1i] t» .»* * A-f»t uAwM »f jr y• T^tiF^bgSPg 

t Mt m m Ptu tiy P^: r - ^ mo if 

L'P ].4t jo ?»tv 'p ■■ 1* tiuS tT vi'*pu >.’c AOf ja rit-is :*k c,_x<5er* a1.® 

P#or#tgrv of f %t#o 

for ‘ j^otpru Aff»iro t AtuitUi • 

Fjri* IfM 

1 P 1 



4 





Btt.itur>- of l ir * J" ' Witt 

o,iJ r -• n-i"l -is t> *v «0 -r. nl- r 1. • •'«' ** C“>«'1*>U. 

i * \11 in *1 ' "■ l r > ' X »u«* 3 t»i hip 

- 

«t n fieri.nn/ r * *t— if. upwi-ntiv «•■ it!«+ tip nvito*r.^ if 

tiit .' p ■' -.it«r im if % .t '■ *■' ■' ’ *‘ l ,T f ' ji v 

r-^r.i ;.■ : .r ,t . •) m 1 .-.-p. ■- t-:* iia»ti-c itum 

Ip «.j*“ *«i - . . t - ' ’• 3rip»* 


A vi- * ,?J : t i2r «n* 9r '’r?' r 6f » W t* 

• “* * 

V"V r *’ *v.» t, r re t r i ' r ? T r ^ ^ i :\ 

44901^1^ t -. t /out X iuo - *- v fc&pt# 

’■iTtCli. ** *' c *,7~*r-*i*- ' ~ ~ c r* ~rtea to 

3S?^u tqr t•*X*r?#C'l' * 

X r v,- * ■ '. otv;U' V> W 

fc 4 * 

* <•* » 

hit • ^rrr*! ♦ tr.t v *n<? rer© ct 

v r .. . - /" t vt» 

’ i Titi t t * 








— 












In limning the Agreement to which this explanatory 
udtledum io attached it is mutually agreed by th& parties 
to said Agro©rtftnto that tuo following shall ho tijic^cmtood 
ruid accepted by them os the agreed interpretation to bo 
placed Upon the oeveral clauses or parts of said /greomente 
as hereinafter mentioned; 

1# harover in said Agreements the party of the first 
part grants to the party of the second port the rights to 
build and operate a roilrord or to uoo the highways an 1 
water*rayo f it is understood that the party of the second 
In not Bookirv; end is not granted public utility or common 
carrier privilegec and tJmt the mm 2 arc not intended to 
be coneeyed to him* 

«♦ wjicrevcr in Lno siuti /greemento tec party of the¬ 
se cond part Is granted the right to construct and meirtain 
telephone or telegraph linos or wireless stations it it u 
understood that the rights intended to be conveyed permit 
the establishment of such lines or means of cora.unicetion 
for the private use of the party of the second part in ,he 

operation of his business and that the party of the second 

* 

does not seel: and is not granted the right to establish and 
maintain any public service. 

ART I CL 11, PARA0RAIK B p AGHTElff&X 110.2* 

3* Tills section in amended hereby by striking six out 
the fourth word of the first line* vis; "food*. The • rty 
of the first part asoerto as a principle that tht ; i-otlon 
of the coot of living; in the Kcp bile by dearth vt 

duties and ot er imports on foodstuffs io uo si rod r-r.i - ;ui 
b placed in effect when opportunity and the finmaiol 
situation of the Government permit. In fcJdo connection* 
articles of iminc necessity will be first reduced or e; exited 
fror, these charges* The word ''Supplies* used In this section 
Ull c j prebend toolr implsmen '-are j rrto # building 
ru^te 2 1 m end nuoli otl ;x* art! ;1 ?i connection wit 1 the 

production/ 






♦ 



i- 

\ 


_ 




production and pr-uir, .ion of the ncturl product a of the 


country ra arc free froE. Import Butios under the existing 
* i «ff* *"-hy cu/t isles vhioh May be used by fho party of 
the second part in trade or barter or in payment for 
labour hall not be dee ed v "uppH€S B within the meaning 
of thin section. 


aotici^ m, wjitxnmn a, or acre; 


tTT BO. 


s. 


4« The second part of tide section which provides 
for rtvioion of tlie revenue tax is hereby otmcellod and 
if said lease and Agreements eludl be ext nded a second 
period of fifty years, tiun the terms and conditions end 
revenue to.. j. o^'ablt filial! not be subject to ^iny change 
on Such extension* The 1 € / revenue tax it is mutually 
underot job shall apply to all products of the + Irritations 
tfiioh may bo made the subject of the ooimeroe| and ev t: . 
coot of the roads to be constructed ehiJ.1 bo j^.id cut of 


the loon provided for in Article IV, clause K of /gree-r*.t 
ho*2, the scoo id oection of Clause {d) Article III 
Agreement ho#2 oh* ll be eliminated vhaa such loan is fu«de« 


ARTICLL Ill, UJU&JIA. HE, OF AOKSL^II BO. 2. 

5. Zt being the desire of the party of the second 
part that the orderly carrying on of hie Habitation or 
llantations shall not be hindered by the co ‘Ion of 
Poll or other taxes with which desire t 


first part is in accord, Article III, ai^rr r u ± 


igreazoent £o«2, is amended and modified to r - i aa follows - 


/jay taxeo which may bo com payable by I . a 

1; wa of the mpublic by any person or n ■ 

on the payroll of the lessee, if the Leaser 4 jo ; i-oa, 
Oluai be collected as follows:- The Xsaiut 
to cm arrangement with t)io Treasury bepartaunt of 1 a 
Republic of Liberia which shall regulate the rcct'toJ 
of collection and payment of such taxes* 

APTICLS IV, PARAdHAPH C, OF AGITIIBBEN7 BO. 2. 

C* Ills soot Ion is to be understood as refertng to 
tlu formation of a orporation in the United Stau of 
emerloa Under the laws of the lotted itates* as the prrty 
of tho first part iwderwt nds that it Is grants - tho va 
privileges ecu’taln^l i ti s sovo.al Agr- emntn . M^rioan 















■ n i or :© Bp any . of M e rljhtu grmitwd In 

*• 

the ipNMpRftZiti contemplated hereunder to any corporation 
oti-or tlun the American Corporation to ots formed by t r 
Lessee shall not be valid except the doneent of t h® Liberum 
Guvcmi«4it liaa boon previously given tliorcte In writing* 
ARTICL rV f PARAGHAbT h* OF ADR NO* 2. 

7* In re© get of this clause t id Libei*int Cover: ruent 
offline tug principle of a loon to bo rained In tit* United 
3tatas or /merlon for devoloj avtmfc purposce in Liberia* ;:<j/ 
but not upon all of the terms and conditions of the ronoued 
loan Agrconent with the United Uinta© Cov niv.ent of 1921* 
because it is underotood : 

fa' Tloit the loi n whan negotiated shall be upon such term 
txB will meet present day needs and conditions g_ t)u* 
Republic of Liberi , and that the loan shall be nude 
upon fair a id workable arrangement e. 

(b) That tr& Government of hits via* as occur! ly for the 
lorn, will oruiien the revenues of the Republic and 
will autoriao the appointment of such officer for 
supervision and administration of the revenue? iu 
wry be decided upon when the loan toms or* y * 
provided suoh officers arc nominated by the 
i^partment of State upon request of the Government 
of Liberia* 

(cl fhat In 1lie event it being found impossible fiaoll 
to arrange a loan the Government of Li be. wiJ fe 

be lield responsible for the reinburaeman t; of b icy 
s*llreotono or hi© Assigns of any honey in. •' d b> 
him or them in Liberia in contemplation of * A - 
floatation of the Igj n or otherwise* 

(d) rhe Agreement and tide ud&edum shall h ■ nt acred 
valid and effective only upon their rsti " dsn by 
l ie Legislature of tho Republic of ju . ,*d tliet 

tM© 

ratification autcumtically car idee with it authority for 
tho xeuutiv© ranch of he Siberian Government to contract 

r 

for and enter into a lotm on th ’ afor^r *entioned basic* 

8* Ab the cost of the developementH contemplated under 

the proposed Agreejiicnt No* 3 will be met out of V-e prooeedu 

of a loan provided f »r in Article QL (IV) p Clause K of 

eaid 

.-greemont No* 2 ie • uttu lly ©gned that iu*r h raiment Ki*3 
be mull if i J wi jsn such l.v/i* ie ^*d«. 


0 */ 








9* ThXu ^retisent is to be WiderfitocMl as api-iylcc tv> 
the Interpretation of /^reo12c*it 1 d *1 v/clX ao i^jeoavni 
0, t| Kiciilai* section© bein& construed and Antevprej 
in like manner in tooth AfjreonoJifc®* 2'urthert any KUMiifloationti 
referred to &b applying’ to Agreonent Wo# shall elBQ ap^ Ly 
in ao far ao they av applicable to -ereenont JIo# 1 - 








X - 
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Hi >*; i j Agreoioent t j .rhica this expiratory 

addedum is attached it is muturilly agreed by the parties 
to said Agre events t u t the folio wine shall be understood 
and accepted by them as the agreed interpretation to bo 
placed upon the several clauses or parts of said Agrceajn^s 
as hereinafter mentioned; 

1* :he rover in said Agreements trie party of the fir ft 
part grants to the party of the second part the rights t 
build and operate a railroad or to use the highways and 
waterways# it is understood that the party of the second 
is not seeking and is not granted public utility or ccnnon 
carrier privileges and that the same are not intended to 
be cone eyed to him * 

«# wnsrever in %ne said Agreements* the party o.t 
second part is granted the right to construct and maintain 
telephone or telegraph lines or wireless stations it is u 
understood that the rights intended to be conveyed permit 
the establishment of such lines or means of communlcat^oi 
for the private use of the party of the second pare i.; tne 
operation of his business and that the party of the second 
does not seek and la not granted the right to apt iioh tnd 
maintain any public service* 

ARTICLE II, PAHAGHAIH B# AGKSHKE1TT IT0.2# 

3. This section is amended hereby by str> n :tst out 
the fourth word of the first line# via; K foo^ . i purty 
of tiie first part asserts as a principle that the reduction 
of the cost of living in the Hep* blic by decrease in import 
duties and ot cr Imports on foodstuffs is desired and will 
be pli cod in effect when opportunity and tlie financial 
situation of the Government permit* In tMo connection, 
articles of prime necessity will be flret reduced or exempted 
from these charges* The word •Supplies" used in this section 
shall comprehend teclw# im; lc r enfcs, opt u? i, buildirt; 
^iteiialr ,m! toh ot’io* articles in cck he 

reduction/ 







^ production and ] .tret ion of th f natural i roducto of the 

country as are free from Import Duties under the existing 
Tariff* Any articlee which may be used by the party of 
the second part in trade or barter or in payment for 

labour shall not be doe ed "Supplies* 1 within the meaning 
of this section. 

AUl’ICU; TTI| PARAGRAPH 2, OF AORE3:UEI7f jJO. 2* 

4. The second part of this section which provides 
for revision oi the revenue tax is hereby cancelled and 
ii 9niu lease and /greener to shall be extended a second 
pciiod of iifty years, then the terms and conditions and 
revenue tax payable sh*~ii not be subject to any change 
on such extension. The 1 / revenue tax it is mutually 
understood shall apply to til products of the Plantations 
which may be made the subject of the commerce; and as the 
cost of the roads to be constructed shall be paid ©jt of 
the loan I^ovided for in Article IV, Clause K of Agreement 
ho*2, the second section of Clause (d) Article III 
Agreement ho«2 shall be eliminated when such loan is jpadc* 

article hi, paragraphs, of 2 . 

t» It being the desire of the party of the sect id 

part that the orderly carrying on of his Plantation or 

:lant-tiono elmll not be hindered by the collection of 

loll or other taxes with which desire the party of the 

first part is in accord, Article III, Paragraph , of 

Agreement iro.2 # is amended and modified to read aa f y vf j, 

Any taxes which may become payable by virtue f L g 
laws of the Republic by any person or n - ri n d 
on the payroll of the Lessee, if the Lessee so &, 

shall be collected as follower.* The Lessee ^ c.* * 

to un arrangement with the Treasury Department of the 
Hepuolio oi Liberia which shall regulate the ;.etiiOd 
of collection and payment of such taxes, 

AHTICLS IV|PARAGRAPH C§ OF AOTEE3CSUT NO* 2* 

6* This i set Ion is to be understood as refusing to 
th formation of a corporation in the United States of 
LiCrito Under the '.awe f the lirr a tabes* As the party 
cl the .rat unde ret: :de t it • is 5 ranting the varlo ^ 

privileges Contained in " . severs 1 Agr events t n ;,nori m 






Amexicui interea * , any a signer:. of Uv rights granted in 
the Agreensents oorttmpil&ted lie rounder to any corporation 
other than the American Corporation to he formed by the 
Letaee shall not be valid except the con sent of the Liberian 
Cover Hi riant ha© been previously given thereto in writing. 


ARTICLK IV * PARAGRAPH K f OF ABHE^VEIIT 110. 2# 

7# In re? act of his clause the Liberian Government 
affine the pylnci 1© of e loan to be raised in the United 
r. tales of America for developomont purpose b in Liberia* jaix 
but not upon all of the terma and conditions of the prupos J 
loan Agreement with the United tubes Government of 1921 t 
because it is understood: 

(a’s That the loua. when negotiated shall be upon such ter 


as will meet present day needs and conditions of the 
lie public of Liberie, and that the loan shall be made 
upon fair and workable arrangements, 

(b) That the Government of -uiberia, as security for the 
loan* will a sign the revenues of the Republic and 
will authorise fch« appointment of such officers fur 
supervision and administration of the revenues as 

may bt decided upon when the loan terms arc negotiated 
provided such officers are nominated by the American 
i)e par intent of Ctate upon request of the Govern ; .it 
of Liberia, 

(c) That in the event it being found impossible finally 
to arrange a loun the Government of Liberia will not 
be held responsible for the reimbursement/ of Harvey 

or hie Assigns of any money invested %y 
him. or them in Liberia in contemplation af the 
floatation of the loan or otherwise* 

(d) The Agreement and this addedum shall be considered 
valid and effective only upon their ratification by 
the Legislature of the Republic of Liberia an* that 


ratification automatically carries with it aut 1 Aor 
the "xccutive runcli of the Liberian Government *io jon^rvet 


for ant enter Into a loan on the aforementioned basic** 

0. As the cost of the dcvelopemcnts c out am plait' er 

the proposed /creenient Lo- 3 will be net out of the py;c cats 

of a Inan provided for in Article IX (IV) t Clause K of 

said 

reement Ho# 2 is mutually agreed that xnk Agreement ho * 3 
mc nullified when u 'ch loo r i-i m:.^ c * 







9* Tills is to be understood as applying to 

t ic interpretation of Agreement Ko*I as well as Agreement 
o. similar Motions bting construed and interpreted 
in like manner in both /^re«ante. Further, any modification* 
referred to so applyin, to i^Moment Ko* £* shall also apply 
in aa far as they are applicable to Agreement Ho. 1* 
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30th may 1925, 


Francis O'Meara Ssqre., 

His Britannic Majesty's 

Charge-d'Affaires & Consul-General, 
'.Monrovia, 


Sir, 

I have the honour to send herewith, for your 
perusal and return, copy of the addendum to the proposed 
Draft Agreements, Mo. 1 and 2, submitted by the Firestone 
Tire & Rubber Co. of Akron, Ohio, U.S.A., to the Liberian 
Government, in connection with certain Concessions &g., ac«, 
required. 

As you will doubtless observe, the addendum was 
drawn up by the Liberian Government and handed to L£r- h.D. 
Hines who conducted the negotiations with the Liberian 
Government for, and on behalf of, the Firestone Tire & 
Rubber Co. 

Copies of the Draft Agreements above referred to, 
were handed to you personally on the 15th instant. 
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sawk of asmsH wdfcr Africa, ms. 



4v' > Francis O'Meara Fsqre., 

His Britannic Majesty's 

Charge-d'affaires & Consul-General, 

« 

Monrovia. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your Obedient Servants, 
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fttblbuPr i will ef >pt publicly tov^xPr. *. 1 lr- qurrtijn* 

1 hooa yyu will fli.fi it '‘OPFible t> tell ■ * * : «t etas id 

a.VlknplttftT’bjF.PC ■ , 7 

etc., ptc., ate.. 

Foy* tf”n Off lop, 
lior.d*>r* ,1* , / ,! . 









X B.Ti t* ■> t h k £ Yj * ^ % T & tf l ' ^ j:1 1 1 f j^.-* 


In tip Inrt C 3Ul- it*!.- er t.:* *n ; nr* »i iXi> *pp1d1^ 

by rip 1 ’ tn^3 v;^ isi ok to wit-'1 it! frcil IlIpp 1 bv.t* I < > n^t 
V !*"> it «?ire t v « o L ( .aTi .it out <. u• - 1 . *a y^u- 

aik! it '■ ♦ul,'* 4 now Dr t* ^* *;* >» -■ :>i *• * 1 iuoc i- 

hvc 1<* tvm ol>* .-r* *i t* *nt nya ir«t t-. X rr» Up - ilrt you 
*r* robobly -mUng i?r* t: If ^flr.lr In p on* ouL#j wry* 

but I ^P»= r i it r-'-OI to 1^t# .rou know > t tin- poiloioiil 

ik' t ■** ‘ O .. * ~ 

groy: viler I Influence !■* 6 Ip loving for a la^d tjgaz 
up * 

T1 t- ovi r n n t i • o 7 <? i *< v* M p n up the 
otir f ttor of V m ifr *p.;;no ?o tvri'-t.f <* ir ~ r; v it* j&t ~ric— 
ar ^fnoT GuwM *p l^ft fir v 4 * 4 ir.r 0 ^ • Xt PP^rw J f nri 

th| ibvfmoT + ! - #TP WPTP I > k^6 1 1 1 '. 4 ' * 0 ft XK v 

hoeing t> rftllr It ■JilUout tl * Ppmtirr />:f Jffioa. 

Tl-f IilDPrtf'rj 3 rtf irou.^ of ruaciiy If «f .., *:&i ;rr nt* 

jspar^ 11 1 ‘If ? iftnr rtf r of ilorrorit lav h^pn caug t 
trying to p-or' tl r r r; nin no IX 0:0 tot ri 1 ly t* > prp**t n't 

t f- 1 f ' t i '■’ 1," V ‘ ft ll r t» J tl f - IV' f it ■** * 14 pf ; ) pX i liU^ I'ftP 

bfer; p\.Pr' £T .r. ‘ -;-f* Lp f'WS'illng < i, . c If'■^it. z, e ll^u«'iii , f 
l.t- rtole lr> : r <= f;.« ,.1 p 1. l^gAti >n. .a t-x-oamUoate 

f-»r P«rliaa*nt (Oxford ).uru*?at# i 4 undf-r v .« corrupt' praotia«l9 

aot 






no*,I as tolri , named Gray— srriT;i- ! er? next week to 

writ,* ue ijibP-lft, I i* i?e e i? mu it $ly xo make a 

2?*pf aenration of the Firestone ouef-ti jn at boma. 

* 

I unrip ratanrt ti e jr treat ,ne oe '> pie hope 
to ? c t ie removed ay "Influence" - I take this a( a 
Compliment , r. :i* : . I wie:i Li e ", j)J| if tlieir t-ff irt, 

I eupji /PP you Un w tl.vt ^. e.i the 
Siberian gunner wap aipwprlng ti e pi.Iuxp of , 

Ik 

Lublin ’ 1 at January re ro r .xeri i.» an large 

oriarj?* tri tlifl antique weapon U j rii j-• .i*ie v> an 

unusually lar t p > ip n; tbflpe -«.'»«», ano wap blown 
up- tie c.rui-f p >f flrentSy marie exit ti rou*?! the 
bre^oh inptenri of tir top! t.1 p xuyaja.l t- Ip nlll nllti 
but oor.r trierablv V ? ■“irpf for ! i* ent uf t-nn— saving 
Inst 1 lab. People ’ a’ e =ai*’*' a t-‘ t i *:« T'nt '«e ou.*!it to 
o fsr t! e ill bar la tip t ir--? gun,- but I fear if we rilri 
ti w *bult ; PPl/e n wl e oreoe p'U rt^loe p gu»:ner 

pnri snartillery relic every tixe our p 1 t - o >mr in. 



jv>rrrnf_ -fo.l?,. 


CO:;yiIE^ 


’"ilAkl 


jarrm isqatio:; , 

.■Ali'if *iDVlA, 

2<*j 


$ ir 



^ -<■ -ice to ‘.y patch No,?"IbfFdr • 

u „- At# 5+!\ l*r> 4 , T*rpp > tir« t! f Flyppt-m* 5 yr» * H.ui>b#r 
.C /«{•;•..;.- vf .J .*-n.O; i-.t•: > > -r.ovir to r#port 

jV -it trip f jnopyn ri orntly 'or•: t fwrart sn «jttr«lv 
- - v t * r , ' r- • r jy * »e c w*r ider: t Ion of tit 

L >*rL 4 tVi^rr^frl, rv r projfo* lriclufer a I-onn of from 
a,T)) t) ^ 0^0 ( >> fry w! Co-na y ; right to but Id 

arbour forVr in -Monrovia: rntlvn:> e:v;lrrLf pp :t#l#g T *pl 
llr^r; oil tat^ R Tor furl l* f ,:on;ruad« and grld^ea; 
alni *.?, ri,r U irljht to build and tvaarol hospital* and 
ftolnoid,^ 3 r i on* 


*y t 1 • * >f lUr^r ©’ *u hYip I obtained 

popre^elon of 0.1 tV* rtr i At ft fMjre* V' ,te ,/\nd of the 
jrtnted 100 a o i*T-nap ^nd^nCF ,ai* well -*a of ti*fc t#rt of a 
ci *>j. f * i4 il t'p to tt ?v*vi *' r *** t r Republic* 

I malQp# o >; U* of - * r ft m3 of the 

cable, I oould only procure o ir PV of t ^ Tinted 
norr© p o<md»r4C#i m and rerard to * * ; *. f ,tteal 

In port anno of nn urgent olrrroter &Li**J±+*y t. ; tb# rol e^f f 
I bad to pend t! © volume ti tie f ^rt i&p MTtoe, Not all 
if th# Cotioany'R idea# are s*et >ut in titf .raft &.; re© scat*, 
- nn doubt tier* UU o* PUpol* © itsry A#r**a*ii&i later, 

but th# more vital tsaufR ' re dee It with, 

itlfi Majesty*? Principal 3 

fJeoretiirv of PtPte 

for Foreign AfTeire, 

etc,* eta,, #tn. p 
lepnrl ©nt of }vr-ee*e 'fcrede, 

I* lOr ip ,F *Vi v l * 






I 1 frvp rleo bf#n fortunate in ** souring n- tn no ut 
tr p fi— *^ plans froai p i 4 r * ,X Inst .G*]*, ,u« o 

just resigned the poet of vo»tr)Il#r of the Firestone 
Fu'oofi rj.tintpt.ioTv* here. Phis eentletttm Ip a drirtisli sub lent, 
snci +1 p ■‘intv *>n< 1 r*bo refuse** to comply witl thp Oomprny 1 p 
axcpjp to 'keep umav fron the onttPn u*grv&iGn“, *e tap 
acquirer a aotap * ienoy py In tiu', a no frlpsmhere oe an 

eugtnppf ,an<i i ft isf *;l3b to j ea^e i p *- unrl easpivtily anti™' 
British*' atmosphere of the Firestone flO'n* It a; opptp that 
the firm intend to open rtores here to Fell goods at out 

ptlopF, end to ipeue token coinage Tor purohereF at the 
ntw e.TI * lies bahin* tMe 1 1 ho Ip Pimply Wdri*# out 
the filial* - our fir p <rv 4 bank In Li bar in being too 
Ftr^nr to evil their Ippip,^ 1 ry ^Ipj is i t tip doltish 
tioufm-oent should I rw little ^ no Inf 1 uaiv p Lr. the Republic, 
bf It -tir 1 t interfere with tleir pot e®r for fatting a 
‘'atr nnrla-’ w on th p oountry. It -i 1 1 op pnrt ioul^rlv 

rf^eaberad tint they uegvr by trying to sadur# «widPA<-e 
froa tip fisofvl agents for ti.e X )l'^ jlo^i to pj em that 

the bErivia) ftp no longer tre taa jority Fnere: older* ,rnd 
therefor* that V ay l aw no right to interfere ns micl. re 
t> py do,The Information wee wltt held bv the f gents* 

6* It apjiepye ti * + HD 1 a*e been sat aside 

ar a cajnj aigil fur 4 to foiw t> rouf the Loan at the next 
Legislative pppplon,ftnd the f 1 t^ say i'pv nro r**1y to 
Fppnd rorr than the nmmdrt of tl e itoon itself to *et a good 

grip on Liberia and force ti p British out, A apaolal appaion 
of tlsp LiPgtPlftturp ^vin OP nwllpd for lipxt m >nth (June) 

UuIpff pmsthing lntpr^pnpF t * t^ nnrirpr t!.* ,ripoPals* 

Tl ti s /irrliifin; Ford; mid inodrioh gxoupp nr^ planding In wltli 
Fires tone *on the deal il ,ap they pay tl ampelwa # A tl ouaand 
men mill bn here by nrxt ^iay If ti e Loan ROf e tVarou^i,^# 

v <*v are *1 ard nm"- auliable for nigger^ 

dri^lnt * 


F1 rr n tone ti# n f riy 






"driving-. Vfleer* of tie C.P.iialW .eur'r’eeri to *» 3a 

tie retired lift,all r*-*ni«5v<.>t»? ta 

A«(*lpt in bailing thf fuel- il in t,’ « port .and toe 

nr- if J. G.W itp * Co.of He- />rv.a.'» to help in building 

tie ; ,,rbrjr. £ tuny »t* K*t I Jw jl t«i>ia fir® In fcouarar 
. r . r . n j ■«-c f»x> + i r vi ooti^ul at ■ iuay WJll ,rxid tlti oug.> it 

i»rru«.“ '(’■•d t-1 ar* *»f!i= ■ raeti'ing X'i be .nine.' ay It, 

r tlr* fim.lte wholp tone .if.*»“anti*-Jrlt left* — 

. j.^ji ; i;rr# ■ *.»rr* sort of e dfomt «»» u ' st 

~~ n -a to f.t> v'>r c i-.rTt.in bitterly of tftet 

P1 ,^nj.ry it*-# If o"+’ •*• .-.-‘Ueh **h.>n it was profitable 


1 ^ 

# sr it* - 
It ’w'aJ <3 cp 
* ine3 V.w n*ny 


V,.* 1 t"' ‘ ^ T* 1 F 1 Tffl* 1 

,_ a - k ^ A t*l III] )',* f* *• 

lr*t# 

t * i, r rtni*f a. v ? iHt* i* * 


jup Ufl^Uon 

* Tiat^er 'ori*a, 

thfllr raaterln! 


7. T.* ru :** 1 of V p yir-Pton^ »o^l* h*y# i* a 
y #r * £c-st*ai:nw nr"i*r «H** . P3 Ip lnrtH*Ldu*l * np OTl °* a 
civil engineer inti* if ti Ceyl >o .mrin»nt, 

P\;t i>‘ t vft«T e dif»n«'*ee" *-nt. a then ‘aa^e a fortune in 
ruotfT.but 1 ’et It through pone *ut papaed ay the hr It ini: 
uovr-naer.t. -P: li w.eec s is to turn etHnat He own oeople, 
. ^ ... ff krr m ppcret of hi* f tv-r-n of pvfrjit 

Uri^ i*t * 


t f p- oi ;3 r i f ii ■ t ■ * 1 * f .' I f rt "ijip f 

**, t.i r 1 *v * <p f.out* > j t> a.v ’•ill! fay* 

in t’ # rricp-‘&iztttng Gnnpr lt*n I i 


q, t V'Uftt* that • V* will 

.,„p fit to out.' ..-If ne V) conbn t, ip c ■> '»« hritiah 

intprrpto opmlv.Pwndtnrr vour lnet.rVbtlone 1 op.ri only fo 
ri dlppreetlv. Tl * Wind of 'vrogrepe" the Aaerioime offer 
Liberia i* if « met d*gn ir.g ol aracter.In the trip of 
..reat ^erlorn* oorp ixati >ne - they would prooaoly m v>tr* 


off 



nff Vif nit jSf»r bTf rf &^np ' i« v> &n I s^rwd 

th#r#+ 


I Kr.tr# L> r /: VvkT t j 

ir * 

.. i 111 fcj V , m> tlitl f Xr r O^ot 

i t iT -j’-Sil jUP Ifeal 

) Lcnblf* £#j v^nt, 

/ »A' *L . rs k* 
C c^' 


v ;-oiiiS ! /ov.r intluifc* wee if *m ti * - Fd irk lopc-rltonp 

Ka( ? orvrrootl inp in U*» oinlt* or %i *- rt'iouxnitw molo*«dl 
X l f;v#» t»n ii^> rll tun* *r- n typing, but V tont J peppr? 

VrtA t i of c ipkpd *rt nuiclly i- t l ’ ** Xj tuft s? 1 o*b 

,,f ti t eojnf i; it-avltJL p«crnfn' *> 11 * bank.wlo 

lr p, Ttsuci nuiafc*r but o^rr#< pMit-liiff&V l' rtf accurate- typist 

tl «n t «lr vov t * jp i-i ^-* ppp^’**p 

rjv til? nril ,atv' tv*-l *uip ' Tatuld not want, tlpn 

ur* In ir Je i* tb t #\ rt^rtpr / t\ p1ok- , j ' ’-''■' niftl t bp 

produce)* 
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A. A .VC*-5 St g ft SFftCC 

;ce i oa PorriAsa street 
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tsf* ACf*4fa - 

^r*N0AHE> BAKiK Of SOUTH AFS C* UTP 
*7.W*U STREET 


Francis 0 f Me era Tsqre., 

His Britannic Majesty's 

Charge-d'Affaires & Consul-General, 
Monrovia. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to enclose herewith ccpy of the 


original translation of a cablegram received by His Lxcellency 
President C.D.B. King, F..L., from one Mr. Harvey S. Firestone 
of the Firestone Tire & Rubber Co. of ickron, Ohio, T.S.A., 
together with copy of an amendment to Clause (H) of the 
proposed Agreement No. 2 between the Liberian Government and 
the Firestone Tire & Rubber Co., which I feel will prove of 
interest to His Britannic Majesty's Government. 


I have the honour to request that you will please 


be good enough to return, s.b soon as finished with, the 
enclosures above referred to, together with the Drafts of 
the three pror>osed Agreements, No. 1, 2, and 3, between the 
Liberian 'Government and the Firestone Tire & Rubber Co., 
which I handed you yesterday. 









BANK Of BRITISH WEST AFRICA, Ld. 




16.5.’25. 


# 

# 

/ 


Francis O'Meara Esare., 

His Britannic Majesty's 

Charge-d'Affaires & Consul-General, 

* 

Monrovia. 


I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 

Tour Obedient Servant, 












Sa^2. 


okitif;. l&uatix;. 



. y.’.r.mA . 


ApriJ 4 , 19 ^ 5 . 

I ' v 1 


Sir, 

with reference to previous oorreppDmenc e *ndir.f 
olth dpe nat oh No, ?0 of M*yeti *>t h Irr t f (pi prf t nee 

^ido you* deepattfb Jv>,B of January ?*%h Tart. t (a*169/?39 

the street on* v Rubber Company, 

I v * honour to ^port % 1 riT. tlil« f trn l:^r n*n 

tr>#n tip a further ‘Fro thousand &Of?ea«->n tb# ftuWia 
Blv»r, ti *f lr«t ol nutation he in?; near Monrovia, 

^ 2+ the ttefteral tteoaiwr of CuRton^ ,^tr d# 

la itvf, ballad jr. n<- nceutly apparently with ti < Ml a 

r i 

ob?o;t of f?tg(*|-p«l’ip t ir fir* *f co 1 *t , • 1 aGtititiefi 

*_ 1 - • mJii'l > ” “ , jr - % * '' m% 

ir Liberia. t l r bean careful rir^r to aer*ti m 

t) ; *^r f u*v's- political intrude? to outnide 

perjoi 4 f „ 4 -o UinT I ratio*'' it o* la mi* *r Reontaneou* 

atrte'aente eh e t*nit admireion of tl elx guilt, i a 
r Marked t.l *it } a 1'fld Ifi^tTUOtid by the 

£e pit rt scent at naet irurton to ewrciec e paternal 

euper^Leion oxer thi© enter pile e .which t a* I already 

told you,that lepartnrot regard* ne It* child, -e arid 

that tl are eeemed to n* a belief in. eome quarter? tipt 

tie Fire©tone Go&pftny w* n aotiwly engaged in ^olltloel 

Mr Principal prop&ganch 

^eoretary of ftai* 
for Foreign Affaire t 
©to.. etc., eto,, 

Foreign Off to# 

Jbon on t F ,i,l. 







prope^andaI replied t) r.% news of thelr” antii-.br It Ip 
ftotivitiep had reached me* Mr de Ip Eup oneerved that It 

V 

wae txy n> sean* the intention of the jrrloon wove 2 ament 
or firm that their branch here should nerdle in p*>lItloa, 
and tlat he had strict orders to put a stop to tuiy ruoli 
intrlpuep. He assured 'ie that If I oare* 4 to produce proof 
of the itl**D#J avis ;r in that direction of any ImoeI 
me aber of the firm.he ou1 d pee thrit h* Is removed fro ;2 
Lioerlft* 

’ r * V r^v; : i 4#^ * 8 ^ > ' ,j * • 4'-!. _*, * •. ■'* m * ; ^ 

£ thought you houpI procuglv ft*el that it is 
paneAt: t: * n ignity of .lie .u*Jpp ty 1 f 1 0 w_r;uaem to 
internet tte^lf in the intern*1 nrt:;i.ii?.t .:*1 i>a of a private 
Vwixr^xA firm,and I ye*lf prefer the e^U f 1 too* to those 
t’ .v, a nllarge til a, t p-lr.g.oo 7 r.nsvj *n * t: ~t I did not 
propaee to *;o into puoi d^t^il** at present. X urged ti.e 
i*enrr#*l neCf iv?"*, hww / ■ Df’ Pf v frf 5 L v t e useful work 
of Uftapinp the rubber-* ' ere v t’ »- r * w ( po to speak* 
if only Tit f <> eir o T i*n .p inee " flra r %.' at kind arust 

do oueinesa in ne*r—by . L doloisleey^ith JdritiPh 

vp-fiplp ,.f: O. . nd t e# rlpVt fir. 1 i-rltiwh c^merne unwilll^ 
to online tfj^ci if xhr perd nr i*r t phoiJ d they have poo aired 
a reptftntlrm for \aify lend line re t* .Jritl Interests, 
y-r de 7e lb.** protoir*d to e 0 11^ v ; c t t . r nc 4 X nv^t pay th t I 
Hev? ratified a certain _ prove: rut* lor iuptanoe V a private 
seorrtery to ilr h’ireptot.e * as Finer- lut u at f o-ae pains to 
shew courtesy to 7 filing British fir?? 1 ere,enii even to ne* 
i^e eteted that they propose ft* to frr.pioi le;i t Xpert a etc 

rp far bp pop p 1 ole, f J e last nrlt U l expert or ought out 
induced to come ' ?re wlti 01 .it t e ^ntr ot t l jiind 

found on arrival t) at the fl 3 rsa prof ,ped t > uno in to 
uride3>-out another 'liehman in tlie matter -*f prlaiv P an«l to 
ti e ! is place. *r ey also tri ed to i*; oee arel temp on I 1“ , 
pup 'b a stay of *> y# *r^ / iuh.out r holiday In huroi e *wi 10 ! 


v oulo 



. 



9 




| 




* *uld h&v* been tantamount to a dantli«a#nt«np# v I wj sol# 
OV lndlTtet Keane to remedy Un Injustice t nnd I £<wt j *n?ln£ 
t 1 at In futur# expert* en^n^rei* In England *■• 1 X 1 bp properly 
treated * 


A » In coi:c1*i?L ul I w iuld t*% te th *t l t »ld . r 
d*> 1 h . ; .u* "rmi ly f a it i^.»oac to * .i fvairti and ;-i>i*} *u^ 

Mi- ■: /*’.. - ^ .W • ■' - ;■ 

T laky tr ^ ffrz to r^r: their 

iu‘bnri«ultu: aI t „ r> ; jy limiting the b.ltlab, n* 

expItr,Li-*h v.Ab ti c - -’p luntt wontnixy to t; p 

rubot-r r*etrlction Arjr.nr.ot/nts» ad* in ca: Lain JniiRh 
ool i/u-fi ,.• 4 . 1 : i 1 ■ L-■«. :’ 1? ■ ..> !rlnp :jnr/t.ifl f: £tory 

oor *uot *f 1^ oJLtr *wl^> Fef ! ere* S*1 # ^Ufjgaatloii If that 
tLp$*e ^« 4 i.f '•:. -ar? ?*f/ 4 ?lriL n o whop p 

purp*-* te appowrd . itir! ruxUxPT : i r * r lotion* ,or*pd 
thrViAi* .f i>\ .1 rtf; r* t! -u ;ht it b*V ( r^ f m to 

opt -jFr fvervLling ifcitieh. 


r >. 1 *#4 t*9fre -i'vU'i.i v** £■ J.;ii* . 'i* thii -iiepOTno 

epleode or a firm Venturis &nfr£ politic* J&ou*fo 

on a on not rely inpl^wiitiy on *ai of la Jtue* ir kjwfw be 
put* a #- top yo tap o^tarti l,*, afi-ur oi hip. oonipatrlot; he 
will d#**r^ oredit. 


I hav* tfre - mour to be* 

Fir, 

a1 tti greet truth and re*peat 
/our aoet obedient 
1 unbl* Paxvfuit, 


L 








Telegram -No. S. 

From foreign Office, 

* m m 

E-ate PA,!.?*). 

Reed. 26.1.9*3. 

"‘Our telegram No. o. 

After careful conelrieration of Mr TMeara'e despatch No,87 
we consider that we have perl ape more to gain by a developer 

■Liberia than to l^ose b y possible accretion of German 
(American?/ lnflaence. In any cape t- the circumstances we 

do not no-rider that any actio- is possible or cal 1 ed for 

* 

with regards to three Agreements,* 1 







Telegram lTe,3, 

Sent F,0. 

Date, 9/l/25, 

^L ; *7 

"Inajfite of repeated assurances from usually reliable 
informants that Ho, 3 Agreement providing for construction 
of harbour works by Firestone Company would not receive 
sanction of Liberian Legislature, all three agreements passed 
both chambers yesterday. Please instruct me as to what 
action I should take. 

General Receiver still maintains that the breakwate 
will not be built for some year^' 











January Idth 19* , 




' « . • ■> ,*V i r * 
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'■■■'/. ' 




air, 7 - r j* 

With reference to my telegram IT o*£ of the Pth 
Xnct&nt, I have the honour to rr-^rt tv-1 1 h&ve 
now learnt that the Agreement between the lire©tone 
Oempauy and the Liberian * o errment recently euhiiiittec! 
to th« Lio*- ian Legislature U ctill indciipler&e* 

2, It appears that the vlren tone Conprny 
have not yet t>ij$nifled their approval of the Agreement 
.nifsned by r Willim* TJ.’toris on beJialf ox ?rr Harvey 
i'irastou ^ It is undcFfitood hart that the latter ia 
experiencing eawe difficult;, to induoe hie elmreholdere 
ti irsjicl 'on the Lrrfcotfr u t of th«: li rge i. c nt of 
caritai that -oulf be required# ,Fro» a letter which 
the iTef5idca;t published in hie Address to the 
T.egialature in Decolor last, X already inferred this 
much, but X did! nst doeu it of sufficient importance 
to report it at the time# !ior \me I aware at the tine 
of Roiuinf the t«4egrm that the Firestone Coripany 
was still undecided on thie point. 


hie U&) eaty f • Principal 3/ 

Secretary of State 

for £oreign Affalrea, 
etc,#etc,,cto, t e 
Foreign Office# 


London, S,W*1 




3* The whole matter is still in abeyance and to 
enable a definite A^eeient to ;»<*■ ranched with the 
Firestone Compa»y* the Legiolfttur e ■h a \ i n > m the 
President plenary powers to continue negotiations and 
conclude t\n Agreoaent on behalf oX the Liberian 
Gorement# 

4, 1 am still unable to offer m. -s- ion ;\p. tc 

the date when the lire -tone Company : rt operations 

dn an ecrtendo-* scale# ur at* to whether th v ***11 do 
at >.11 • The Uojvger of th* r’wik of Britj f * out Africa 
who has had many yearn of experience in this country 
feelo# even it ;Jdi somewhat sceptical on this 

point and* the local reproM6ntativas of the Company 
are# as far as I can glean, surprinod t'tat their 
principal a should not U .ve reached a decision du 
the past six months, "he General Receiver too, who 
came back fron the United States with personal* racBsages 
from rtr Firestone to President King is still tumble 
to offer an explanation other tlau/' ' r Firentono, who 
ho# mo far himself borne the expenses of the experimental 
tion station* is unable to obtain sanction for the 
capital neceasaiy to extend operations beyond 
experimentation# 

i :tav# the honour to be* 

Sir# 

Hi tit groat truth and respect# 
four moat obedient humble rervant# 







